The Community House/Inn Grant Write Up

The Community House/Inn in Huron City Michigan is a two story hotel located in the Huron City Museums complex. It was constructed in 1883 to 1886 by Henry Neal. This was the third building on this site, as the other two hotels burned down. The rooms include a tavern, dining room, kitchen, family double parlor and eight guest rooms upstairs.

The Inn currently is in a state of flux. We have a replica of the school set up in the tavern and this is enjoyed by the guests. The dining room we use to display various textile exhibits and there are kitchen utensils and washing day items in the kitchen. The family double parlor is currently being used as a work area. There are many artifacts that have been stored upstairs in the guest bedrooms that are in danger due to a leaky roof. We are working on packing them away for storage after taking inventory. The use of the double parlor is still undecided at this time. It could be used for rotating exhibits, local artwork, children’s projects, displays from other museums or local historical societies’ presentations.

The main item for the Inn is the leaking roof. There are gaping holes that need to be replaced. The estimate for this roofing project is ??? (pics needed here).

The entire building needs to be repainted or regrained, depending on the decision about its use. 

The window shades need to be replaced so they can be lowered in the winter to further protect the artifacts from the sunlight.

The dining room window needs UV ray film to protect the textiles on display.

The family needs to decide if the tavern should be restored in half of the existing school. 

The dining room has electricity to it but no wires nor light. The kitchen does not even have electricity running to it. Both of these need to be brought up to code.

The stairs need to be fixed so that we could take people up to see the guest bedrooms. This would expand our display area so that we could show what a room looked like back then. Other rooms could still be used for storage, or again, rotating displays by various groups. (pics needed here)

There are many pieces of furniture that need to be restored on the second floor of the Inn. These would then be used either here in the Inn or elsewhere in the Museums. (pics needed here)

