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Web site: www.huroncitymuseums.org
Huron City Museums Invite You to Sawmill Day

Huron City Museums, located between Port Austin and Port Hope, invite you to their Sawmill Day on August 21st from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm. The main focus of this event is the coming of the shingle and saw mills. Wayne Lenton of Ubly is bringing his sawmill and Loren Stein of Pigeon provides the shingle mill. George Hiller of Port Hope is the sawyer for this year’s event. Thanks go to Gil Tinsey, who helps to provide power for the mills with his tractor. All ash, oak, cherry and birch lumber, along with any cedar shingles created at Sawmill Day are for sale. The Fairbanks-Morse “Z” Model Horizontal Oil Engine will also be on display. This engine powered the water pump at Huron City from the 1920’s through the 1950’s. The mills run from 10:00 am until the logs run out!

At 1:00 pm, the saws break for a special event on the steps of Seven Gables. Representative Tom Meyer and a representative from Senator Debbie Stabenow’s office present Huron County Centennial farmers with a certificate of recognition. The Huron City complex includes a centennial farm and they wanted to honor those who have remained in the area for so long. “We just wanted to show our support of the local farmers,” stated Patty Finan, director of programs. “Langdon Hubbard turned to farming after the 1881 fire and we think it’s important not to forget those who have continued to farm the same land for so many years,” said Finan.

Other sights on the grounds will be Brian Bosch and his early working phonographs and the ladies running their spinning wheels, including Pat Duever, Maddy Skaggs and Sandie Fretenbourgh. The Port Austin Area Historical Society’s 150th display continues in the McFadden House, along with videos for viewing. These include some home movies from the 1920’s of the Pointe Aux Barques Life Saving Station. 

Dave Thuemmel will bring his hand-turned wooden plates and bowls, while Young Woodworking displays their handcrafted furniture. Ed Deming is back this year with his chain saw sculptures. Kim Uridge of Uridge Refinishing in Port Hope, gives caning demonstrations. 

Horseback rides will be available for $3 and the Sandy Acres Llama Farm have llamas for everyone to visit. Polega’s Produce sells their wares and the parents of Girl Scout Troop 712 run the food concessions all day. Brats and sodas, along with baked goods will be available. Music is provided by the Eastern Michigan Music Makers, a local group led by Arlen Bannick. 

Funding for the event is provided from a grant awarded by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs, which is administered by the Huron County Economic Development Corporation. With a portion of these funds, two Thumb Area Transit buses will run from Huron City to Lighthouse County Park to Port Hope for A-B-C Day.  What a great way to see it all! 

The last event at Huron City Museums this year is a Poetry Reading on September 26. The Bards of Bird Creek will be back again for another poetry reading. Everyone is encouraged to come and read your own poetry or just enjoy listening. Mark your calendars today to enjoy some time at the Museums. The Huron City Museums’ hours are Thursday through Monday, 10:00 am until 6:00 pm with Sunday hours from 11:00 am until 6:00 pm. The last tour always leaves at 5:00 pm. September is weekends only or by appointment. They are located between Port Hope and Port Austin on M-25.  Teachers are encouraged to schedule their field trips early. Call now to book your wedding for 2005. If you would like to contact someone at the museums about demonstrating at this event or to schedule a private tour, please call 989 428-4123. Visit their Web site at www.HuronCityMuseums.org.
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