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Huron City Museums Plan Pioneer Day Event in June

Huron City Museums, located between Port Austin and Port Hope, are planning their second annual Pioneer Day for 2004. On June 19th, local historical societies, along with the Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse Society, will have tents on the grounds. Food will be provided by the Parents of Girl Scout Troop 712. Presentations will be held in the Huron City Church and are free to the public. Tours of the museums will also be available from 10:00 am until 6:00 pm with the last tour at 5:00 pm. 

The Port Austin Area Historical Society gives a presentation at 11:00 am, talking about Port Austin’s 150th birthday this year. Slides of Port Austin will be shown, with stories told by local Society members. Flyers with the schedule of events for Port Austin’s week of celebration from June 26th through July 4th will be available at their tent. They will also have raffle tickets for their doll house that will be given away on July 4th at 8:00 pm at the Civic Center. 

At 1:00 pm Randy Baker presents ‘Voyageurs of the Great Lakes Fur Trade Era’. He is from Naturalist Endeavors and has won many awards. Randy’s expertise about the life of voyageurs does not come solely from the lessons learned by reading about these adventurers but rather from a combination of reading and first hand experience. Throughout the years, Randy has plied the waters of the Great Lakes in canoes in much the same manner as the voyageurs. With hundreds of miles of Lake Huron shoreline, and thousands of miles of arctic and northern rivers under his belt, Randy understands the hardships the voyageurs endured. The sense of wonder and adventure associated with wanting to go further, to see new places, and to push the limits runs through his veins as it did his ancestors generations ago. Randy frequently uses his 34 foot voyageur canoe to take people along the routes formerly utilized by voyageurs of the 1700’s. Step back in time and experience the life of a voyageur.

The 3:00 pm program will be Jim Hunter giving a slide show on Port Hope’s early history. These presentations are very popular at Port Hope’s A-B-C Day in August. Come and hear the early tales of Port Hope. 

Other events at the Huron City Museums this year include their Red Letter Day on July 31, Sawmill Day on August 21 and the Poetry Reading on September 26. Mark your calendars today to enjoy some time at the #1 historical site, as voted by the readers of the Huron Daily Tribune. The season opens Memorial Day Weekend and runs through the end of June on weekends only or by appointment. The museums are open full time starting July 1 through Labor Day from Thursday through Monday. September is weekends only or by appointment. Teachers are encouraged to schedule their field trips early. A few weekends are still open for weddings but call now to book for 2005. Their Web site is www.HuronCityMuseums.org. If you would like to contact someone at the museums about demonstrating at an event or to schedule a private tour, please call Patty Finan at 989 738-6007. 
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