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E-mail: mpfinan@centurytel.net
Web site: www.huroncitymuseums.org
Huron City Museums Plan 2004 Season
Huron City Museums, located between Port Austin and Port Hope, are planning their second annual Pioneer Day for 2004. On June 19th, the Port Austin Area Historical Society gives a presentation at 11:00 am, talking about Port Austin’s 150th birthday this year. At 1:00 pm Randy Baker presents life as a voyageur in the early years of Michigan’s history. The 3:00 pm program will be Jim Hunter giving a slide show on Port Hope’s early history. These programs are all free to the public and will be given in the Huron City Church. Historical societies and the Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse Society will have tents on the grounds and the parents of Girl Scout Troop 712 will provide food.  
Sawmill Day, on August 21st, brings the sounds of saw mills and antique engines to fill the air. The spinners return, along with the horseback rides and the Sandy Acres Llama Farm. New additions this year include Uridge Refinishing, providing caning demonstrations, and Young Woodworking’s display. The Eastern Michigan Music Makers perform and Brian Bosch displays his antique phonographs, allowing visitors to hear the sounds of early music. Ed Deming creates his chain saw sculptures.
The third event at the museums is Red Letter Day, which is their fund-raiser on July 31st. “We were able to raise enough money at last year’s event to restore six of the 21 stained glass windows that need restoration in the Huron City Church. We thank the community and all of our supporters for that and for their ongoing help to finish the window restoration in the future,” explained Patty Finan, director of programs. The focus of Red Letter Day this year will be a new roof for the House of Seven Gables. “This urgent project will preserve a treasured piece of Huron County history. We are hoping to ‘raise the roof’ and collect at least enough money to start work on the project this fall. Other grants will be pursued for the roof as well, since it is a huge undertaking,” said Finan.

The Poetry Reading on September 26th will feature poets from the Bards of Bird Creek reading their work at 3:00 pm in the Huron City Church. Everyone is welcome to bring their own work to read or to come and listen. 

All the events, besides the fund-raiser, are free to the public. Mark your calendars today to enjoy some time at the #1 historical site, as voted by the readers of the Huron Daily Tribune. The season opens Memorial Day Weekend and runs through the end of June on weekends only or by appointment. The museums are open full time starting July 1 through Labor Day from Thursday through Monday. September is weekends only or by appointment. Teachers are encouraged to schedule their field trips early. A few weekends are still open for weddings but call now to book for 2005. If you would like to contact someone at the museums about demonstrating at an event or to schedule a private tour, please call Patty Finan at 989 738-6007. 
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