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Press release:

Huron City Museums’ 50th season a success

Aug. 21, 2002

Huron City

The Huron City Museums are having a successful summer season 2002, their fiftieth year of operation.  “Visitorship has been very good and everyone who takes the tour of this wonderful museum village and House of Seven Gables enjoys it,” says Patty Finan, director of programs.  “We just presented our annual Sawmill Day event on Saturday and it was great fun.  Paul Kanaski, who maintains the buildings and grounds of the museums, did a fine job getting things organized and contacting the presenters who came to the event with their mills, steam engines, spinning wheels, horses and a food concession. We had a great turn-out for the event and our volunteers were of invaluable assistance in making this a great day for all.”

Patty Finan is enjoying the diversity of her work at the museums; meeting and greeting visitors, organizing and giving tours, distributing brochures and flyers, handling mail and correspondence, gardening and so on.  She is promoting more community interaction and is developing programs for school, senior and special groups.  « There is never a dull moment here, » she says.  “We had a group here just yesterday (Tuesday) from the Port Austin Adult Day Care Center to tour the village.  They really enjoyed themselves, and we learned from them ways to make the village more accessible in the future.” 

There are some new things to see at the museums this year.  Walter D. Wagoner, Jr. of New Haven, CT, a great-great nephew of the Yale professor, donated a comprehensive collection of the published works of Prof. William Lyon Phelps, which is on display in the Welcome Center.  « Visitors are invited to linger and read the articles and books in the collection.  Prof. Phelps’ message of optimism and courage is still very relevant today. » says Ms. Finan.

The Community House is now open with its one-room school, a perennial favorite with young visitors, and an old-fashioned kitchen on laundry day.  A special display of stitchery and quilts now graces the old dining room.

The trustees of the William Lyon Phelps Foundation, which has operated the Huron City Museums since they opened in 1952, look forward to a bright future.  “The board is very pleased with our progress and success this year,” says Kathryn Parcells, President.  “We are meeting this Fall to plan our upcoming season, 2003, plans that will make the Huron City Museums even better into the future.”








