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Huron City, Michigan

THE HURON CITY MUSEUMS CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

Fifty years ago this summer a small brick museum was opened in Huron City, Michigan to house and display the library and papers of Professor William Lyon Phelps and to commemorate the achievements of the pioneers who settled the town in 1852.  This year, the Huron City Museums look back on the 150 years of history that they represent with pride.  Over the years, several original buildings have been restored and added to the museums, so that a tour of the historic 1880’s town includes a church, a log cabin, a community house, general store, and a United States Life Saving Station, one of only two such stations in Michigan open to the public.

Seven Gables, summer home of Professor and Mrs. William Lyon Phelps, is the most recent addition to the museum village, given by the Phelps’ niece and founder of the museums, Mrs. Carolyn Hubbard Parcells Lucas in 1986.  This beautiful Victorian home overlooking Lake Huron has changed little since it was built and furnished by lumbering pioneer Langdon Hubbard in the 1880’s.  Like the other buildings on the tour, it is truly an original artifact from another time, a fascinating walk into the past.

The Huron City Museums are owned and operated by the William Lyon Phelps Foundation, established in 1947 by Mrs. Lucas and her first husband, Charles A. Parcells, Sr.   After his father’s death in 1948, Charles A. Parcells, Jr. served as foundation president for fifty years.  It was due to the tireless efforts of Mrs. Lucas and her second husband, Russel H. Lucas that Huron City was preserved as a museum village.

The Huron City Museums have thousands of visitors every summer and are a major attraction in Huron County.  They will be open from July 3 until Labor Day, Friday thru Monday from 10 AM to 5 PM.  Group tours are available by appointment from June thru September.

