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Huron City
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MEMO

to:
Dolores York – Executive Editor – Reader’s Digest

from:
Elizabeth Parcells – Curoator of Museums

subject:
Update Entry for Huron City museums in “off the Beaten Path”

date:
8/30/02
cc:
William Lyon Phelps Foundation Trustees

Huron City Museums

7995 Pioneer Drive

Port Austin, MI 48467

Huron City was founded along the shores of Lake Huron in 1854 by lumberman Langdon Hubbard (1816-1892).  It was burned to the ground in the forest fire of 1871 and rebuilt, only to be destroyed again in the devastating Great Thumb Fire of 1881.  Hubbard rebuilt the town a third time as the region turned to agriculture.  After 1892, Hubbard’s daughter Annabel and her husband, Yale English professor William Lyon Phelps (1865-1943) summered there until 1938.  Phelps gained nationwide celebrity as an author, columnist, book critic and lecturer.  He preached on Sunday afternoons at the Huron City Church to large crowds.

Today the town is preserved as a museum that depicts life in the late 19th century.  Two tours are available.  Both tours begin at the Welcome Center, which contains the library and archives as well as colorful murals painted by Annabel Hubbard Phelps depicting the lumbering era.

The village tour includes an 1837 log cabin, the church where Prof. Phelps preached, the community house that served as hotel, school and meeting place, the general store with its old post office and display of lumbering tools, and the United States Life Saving Service Station, built in 1876.  The station contains a rare and fascinating collection of life saving gear and equipment.

The tour of the House of Seven Gables shows the gracious lifestyle and ambiance of a frontier Victorian mansion with its grand double parlor, the small parlor, dining room, kitchens, bedrooms and study.  The house has changed little since it was built in the 1880’s and has retained its original furnishings and decorations for over a century.  The house is situated on a bluff overlooking a vintage Scottish rough golf links and Lake Huron.

Visitors are welcome to wander the beautifully maintained ten acre grounds of the museum village and to visit the two Hubbard barns full of ancient farming equipment and machinery.  The carriage house contains restored sleighs, buggies and a coach.

Open daily July 1 thru Labor Day.  Admission charged.

Services available: Picnicking, Sight-Seeing/Bird-Watching

Phone/Fax: (989) 428-4123

Toll free info: (866) 248-2843

Website: WWW.WLPF.ORG
Email: HuronCity@Centurytel.net
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