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Huron City Museums

restoration Proposal for the Community House

The Interiors

Restoration proposal for the community house

the interiors

Overall concept

The Huron City Museums are an “open air” museum village of buildings, most of which are on their original sites.  Visitors experience a real 1880’s frontier town without the distraction of modern anachronisms.  On a guided tour, the visitors enter the buildings and find themselves in authentic surroundings from the historic era represented by the displays.  That is, with a minimum of barriers and signage, each room is set up just the way it would have appeared when it was in use over 100 years ago.  The artifacts are seen in their original context, not trapped in display cases.

The Community House of the Huron City Museums has been one of the favorite buildings in the village for many people, especially school children.  This building contained displays that vividly depicted life in a frontier town of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  The Community House was originally built to serve several purposes: after the fire of 1881, town meetings, church services, school sessions and other social gatherings took place here.  It also had nine guest rooms, served meals, boasted an elegant double parlor for polite socializing as well as a tavern.

Two years ago, in 2000, the displays of the Community House were dismantled and put away during renovation and rebuilding of the ground floor.  All the walls were stripped and repaired, a new wood floor was installed throughout.  Now that this is completed, it is time to return the building to its original appearance; an 1880’s frontier boarding house and community center.

Project

To return the Community house to its original appearance, several important steps will be undertaken:

1) The Curator will develop an overall decorating plan.  Historic reproduction wall coverings will be selected which compliment the original artifacts (furniture, carpeting, drapes, wall hangings, decorative details) that will be placed in the rooms and which are of the correct period and style for the building.

2) The woodwork will be either stripped to its original condition, or will be painted and glazed with the wood graining technique that was used widely in the Huron City village.  Examples of wood graining can be seen in Seven Gables and there are two interior doors in storage from the Community House that show how the woodwork in that building was originally finished.

3) The walls and ceilings will be prepared to be papered and/or painted using the materials chosen by the Curator.  Once the wall coverings have been installed, lighting fixtures, hardware and other details will be re-installed.

4) Finally, the artifacts will be taken out of storage and be re-installed as displays in the finished space.  The goal is to create an environment where artifacts are displayed in the context of their original use, in keeping with the display concept of the entire village.

Room by Room

Double Parlor
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The double parlor artifacts include rich Wilton carpets and the red silk velvet drapes that originally hung in the double parlor of Seven Gables.  The drapes and carpets date from 1886, but are in remarkably good shape.  The colors are still fairly vivid, though the fibers are worn and aged.

The furniture for these rooms are in darker wood tones and formal in style.  The upholstery on many of the chairs and the two settees have aged and faded.  There are many accessories and wall art for this room so that it will have the characteristic “Victorian clutter” of the period.

· The woodwork is to be grained and glazed in a medium wood tone.
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This Thomaston Damask wallpaper from Carter & Co. will be installed from the baseboard to the picture rail.  The pattern here dates from the 1880’s and the document was found in Thomaston, Main.  It will compliment the Wilton carpet and the aging furnishings, which would look shabby in a bright or clean white surrounding.  Lighting in the room will be kept subdued, using ceiling fixtures of the period as well as table lamps with diffused light.  The deep red of the silk velvet drapes and the red accents of the Wilton carpets will brighten with this wallpaper.  Carter & Co. can adjust the color of this paper to duller hues if necessary. 

· A border and ceiling paper will be installed above the picture rail.  This border is called Hamill Hill Border, an 1880’s pattern made by Carter & Co.

Bedroom

This room, located just off the double parlor on the ground floor was probably not a bedroom, but displays the way a bedroom upstairs would have looked.  The eight rooms upstairs are not displayed because of their poor condition and because of concerns about the stairways being up to code.  The artifacts for this room include a large bedstead of carved wood, a dresser and commode, a travel trunk, a wash stand and basin set, a variety of toilet articles and garments, bed linens and curtains.
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The woodwork will be painted and glazed in a dark wood tone.

· Ceiling paper is a must in the bedroom.  This one is called Garfield Study Wall, but I think it makes a fine ceiling paper.

· [image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


This pattern from Carter & Co. called  Church Bedroom will be installed with its corresponding border.  The colors are subdued and give a restful atmosphere, similar to the original papers to be found still hanging in the upstairs rooms.  We will retain samples of those papers, though another grant would be needed to actually have them duplicated!

Dining Room

This was the room often used for town meetings and church services before the church was built and later, during the winter when the church was too cold.  Its role as a dining area off the kitchen will be depicted with the many artifacts in the collection including dining table and chairs, china cabinets and cupboards, wall hangings, a carpet and drapes.  The room is large enough to accomodate specials displays, for instance of textiles and needle work from the period.
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This room will have the same medium tone wood graining as the Double Parlor.
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The Church Dining Room paper from Carter & Co. will be used from the baseboard up to 3/4 height of the room.  The Church Dining Room border will be installed at the 3/4 point, above which the Diamond ceiling paper will be used.  
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This room will contain a dining table and china cabinets where various decorative plates and other china and flatware will be set.  Linens will also be featured here. (This room, formerly refered to as “The Bride’s Room” had two historic wedding dresses on display.  Silk artifacts have suffered most from exposure to light and air.  If display cabinets can be built or obtained that protect silks from environmental damage, then these gowns could be displayed here again.)

Hallway

This entry area will be furnished with artifacts such as coat racks, umbrella stand and a drinking water pitcher on a stand.  There is wall art for this area as well.  The hallway need not look as formal as the parlors or dining room.

· The woodwork is to be stripped and stained dark as the original wood finish was.

· The pattern called Hamil Hall Ceiling will be installed from the baseboard to the ceiling.  The hallway should have a pleasant but utilitarian feel.

· A carpet runner will be installed.

Projected cost of this restoration

The present condition of the building is very good.  Many structrual improvements, such as a new roof, new wood floor and replastering of the walls, have already been completed so that the building is generally sound and ready to be finished.  This phase of the project entails the purchase of materials and the labor to install them.

 The projected cost report in the table below gives an estimate of the cost of the wallpaper:

	Room
	Pattern Code
	Pattern Description
	Price per roll/yrd
	Num of Rolls/yrds
	Subtotals
	Room Totals

	Double Parlor North
	TDW-001
	Thomaston Damask
	 $ 100.00 
	16
	 $ 1,624.00 
	

	
	HHB-001
	Hamill Hall Border
	 $   21.00 
	38
	 $   798.00 
	

	
	KFC-001
	Knight Floret Ceiling
	 $   60.00 
	8
	 $   504.00 
	 $     2,926.00 

	Double Parlor South
	TDW-001
	Thomaston Damask
	 $ 100.00 
	16
	 $ 1,568.00 
	

	
	HHB-001
	Hamill Hall Border
	 $   21.00 
	37
	 $   784.00 
	

	
	KFC-001
	Knight Floret Ceiling
	 $   60.00 
	8
	 $   470.40 
	 $     2,822.40 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hallway
	HHC-001
	Hamill Hall Ceiling
	 $   72.00 
	19
	 $ 1,370.88 
	 $     1,370.88 

	Dining Room
	CDW-001
	Church Dining Wall
	 $   64.00 
	19
	 $ 1,218.56 
	

	
	CDB-001
	Church Dining Border
	 $   16.00 
	41
	 $   661.33 
	

	
	TGD-001
	Tenney Gatehouse Diamond
	 $   68.00 
	11
	 $   761.60 
	 $     2,641.49 

	Bedroom
	CBW-001
	Church Bedroom Wall
	 $   60.00 
	18
	 $ 1,080.00 
	

	
	CBB-001
	Church Bedroom Border
	 $   18.00 
	35
	 $   636.00 
	

	
	GSW-001
	Garfield Study Wall
	 $   68.00 
	6
	 $   418.88 
	 $     2,134.88 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 $ 11,895.65 
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