                                                      HURON CITY MUSEUMS 

                                             7930 HURON CITY ROAD

                                                   PORT AUSTIN, MI.

                                                               48467  

                                                                                                                                 March 28, 2000

Gentlemen,

This letter is in support of the application to remove a limited number of artifacts from the wreck of the steamer Troy by Mr. Chris Roth. If allowed, these items will be displayed at Huron City Museums for the enjoyment and viewing of the visiting public. There temporary home will be in the Point Aux Barques U. S. Life Saving Station, located in the Huron City Historic Complex. At present we are redoing the interior of the Inn, next to the Life Station. Many of the current displays will be redone, but a nautical display is being considered for this building as well. These artifacts could be the core group of one of those displays.

Attached are preservation plans for each of the types of materials that we expect to encounter in this project. The work will be done by, or under the direct supervision, of the Director of the Museum here at Huron City. It is expected that the conservation of the ceramics could be done this summer, the whistle will take a while longer, while the brass bell and iron bell yoke could take up to a year of work and further study. 

Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter.

                                                                                     Sincerely,

                                                                                     Charles A. Scheffner

                                                                                     Director of Museums

                                                      HURON CITY MUSEUMS 

                                             7930 HURON CITY ROAD

                                                   PORT AUSTIN, MI.

                                                               48467  

PRESERVATION PLAN-CERAMICS

The exact type of ceramic in the plates is unknown at this time. Because of this fact, a general plan is being submitted. 

REMOVAL and STORAGE:

The plates will be removed from the site and kept submerged in containers of lake water until the preservation project begins. The containers will be stored in a cool and dark location. During storage the artifacts will be inspected for staining, soft spots, salt damage, and lifting glaze. At this point, it is assumed that little of the above will be found in the artifacts. This is based on the understanding that these artifacts are of good quality ceramics and not currently exposed to metals or salts.

CONSERVATION:

The plates will be washed in soft water using a soft cloth or brush, as needed, to remove any dirt and sediment. After re-inspection, they will then be rinsed in distilled water and left to air dry as slowly as possible. If during inspection or re-inspection a problem with lifting glaze or salts is found, additional conservation steps to stop or remove the problem will be taken before the drying process begins. Staining due to metals will probably be left as is, unless it is very noticeable and damaging to the quality of the artifact.

PRESENTATION:

These artifacts will be presented in the Point Aux Barques Life Saving Station as part of the historical interpretation of that building or as part of a new display on Marine History and Life on the Great Lakes in the building next door.
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PRESERVATION PLAN-BRASS

REMOVAL and STORAGE:

The artifacts will be removed from the site and kept submerged in containers of lake water until the preservation project begins. The containers will be stored in a cool and dark location. During storage the artifacts will be inspected to determine the extent and type of corrosion that exists on each item. 

CONSERVATION:

The ship’s whistle seems to have little heavy corrosion showing in the photos. Because of this, mechanical means will be used to remove the corrosion. Light scraping and brushing with a brass brush should remove most of the encrustation. If chemical action is required a mild formic acid solution will be used to remove the corrosion. A thorough washing in distilled water to follow.

Little chloride contamination is expected but will be watched for in the conservation process.

PRESERVATION:

A lacquer preservative layer will be applied to the artifact to prevent moisture and salts from re-corroding the artifact.

PRESENTATION:

These artifacts will be presented in the Point Aux Barques Life Saving Station as part of the historical interpretation of that building or as part of a new display on Marine History and Life on the Great Lakes in the building next door.
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PRESERVATION PLAN-BRASS

REMOVAL and STORAGE:

The artifacts will be removed from the site and kept submerged in containers of lake water until the preservation project begins. The containers will be stored in a cool and dark location. During storage the artifacts will be inspected to determine the extent and type of corrosion that exists on each item. 

CONSERVATION:

The ship’s bell seems to have some heavy corrosion showing in the photos. The top of the bell, near the yoke, looks to have some major encrustations in conjunction with the iron of the yoke. Separating the two metals, for separate conservation procedures, would be ideal. This, however, is probably not possible with out damage to the artifact as a whole.  Because of this, mechanical means will be used to remove the corrosion. Scraping, probing, and brushing with a brass brush should remove most of the encrustation from the brass. After this has been completed, a determination will be made as to how much more cleaning is required. If needed a mild formic acid solution will be used to remove any remaining corrosion. A thorough washing in distilled water to follow. 

Little chloride contamination is expected but will be watched for in the conservation process.

PRESERVATION:

A lacquer preservative layer will be applied to the brass to prevent moisture and salts from re-corroding the artifact.

PRESENTATION:

These artifacts will be presented in the Point Aux Barques Life Saving Station as part of the historical interpretation of that building or as part of a new display on Marine History and Life on the Great Lakes in the building next door.
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PRESERVATION PLAN-CAST IRON

REMOVAL and STORAGE:

The artifacts will be removed from the site and kept submerged in containers of lake water until the preservation project begins. The containers will be stored in a cool and dark location. During storage the artifacts will be inspected to determine the extent and type of corrosion that exists on each item. 

CONSERVATION:

The ship’s bell has some heavy corrosion showing in the photos. The iron yoke looks to have some major encrustations in conjunction with the brass of the bell. Separating the two metals, for separate conservation procedures, would be ideal. This, however, is probably not possible with out damage to the artifact as a whole.  Because of this, mechanical means will be used to remove the corrosion. Scraping, probing, and brushing with a wire brush should remove most of the encrustation from the iron. Care must be taken to keep the wire brush and other hard components away from the brass of the bell. After this has been completed, a determination will be made as to how much more cleaning is required and what type of Iron was used for the yoke. It is suspected that a form of Cast Iron was used but final determination will be made at a later date. After final cleaning the artifact will then be boiled in many (up to 50) baths of deionized water to remove as many chlorides as possible.   

PRESERVATION:

After dewatering in acetone, a coating of wax will be applied using a hot application method, dipping if possible. 

PRESENTATION:

These artifacts will be presented in the Point Aux Barques Life Saving Station as part of the historical interpretation of that building or as part of a new display on Marine History and Life on the Great Lakes in the building next door.

