The Life Saving Station No. 2 Grant Write Up

The Life Saving Station No. 2 in Huron City Michigan is a two story station located in the Huron City Museums complex. It was constructed in 1876 and was originally located at the Point Aux Barques Lighthouse, about two miles away. It was purchased at an auction by Carolyn Hubbard Parcells Lucas in 1964 and moved to the Museums. The rooms include a wreck room, a lens room, the captain’s dining and living rooms and office.

The Life Saving Station has many wonderful artifacts. We have the third order Fresnel lens from the Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse that was used there the longest. It was made in 1857 and is French crystal and brass. There is a lot of life saving equipment loaned to us by Captain Ted Richardson that helps us to tell the story. There are also dishes and dolls used by the family of Captain Robert Oliver, who was the last Life Saving Service captain to serve in the building before it converted to the Coast Guard in 1915.    

The main item for the station is repainting. The original color is under question and research needs to be done to determine the color. 

There is an old boat on the grounds outside the station that needs to be discarded. It has no connection to the area, nor the time frame of the building.

The threshold and entry ways on both doors need to be replaced and repainted. 

The dining room wallpaper needs minor repair and the wallpaper needs to be found first.

Painting of the walls in the lens room, and floors in the lens room and the wreck room needs to be done.

The foundation needs to be repointed and rebuilt in some places.

There are mens’ quarters upstairs that could be shown if work was done on the stairs. These are steep and curved, so we may not be able to make enough improvements for guests but an estimate is needed.

