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Huron City Museums Plan Pioneer Day Event June 18

Huron City Museums are preparing for their third annual Pioneer Day on June 18, 2005. These presentations are free to the public and will take place in the Huron City Church. The Port Austin Area Historical Society will have their “Life Along the Shoreline” book for sale that was created for the Sesquicentennial last year. Other items include note cards and books. The Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse Society, and the Caseville Historical Society will also have displays and items for sale. Spinners Pat Duever and friends will set up on the grounds to demonstrate their craft. The parents of Girl Scout Troop 712 will provide refreshments during the event.

The first presentation brings Bob Quin from the Caseville Historical Society to give a slide show in the history of Caseville at 11 a.m. The society’s board meetings are on the third Thursday of the month inside the Independent Bank in Caseville at 6727 Main Street. The time is 10 a.m. and everyone is welcome to attend. Also located inside the Independent Bank is the society’s current historical display. This is open on Wednesday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. and on Saturday from 9 a.m. until 12 noon. The group will also have a booth at the Cheeseburger in Caseville celebration in August.

The second presentation at 1 p.m. will be Al and Dave Eicher from Program Source International. Over the past twelve years, this father and son team has created 22 television documentaries on Michigan’s History, including “Michigan’s Lumbering Days and Camp” and “Huron City a 150 Year History”. Many of these videos are for sale in the Welcome Center at Huron City. The Historical Society of Michigan presented the Eichers with the “Award of Merit” for their professional service in preserving Michigan’s History. The Eicher’s have also created a series of six lectures and visual presentations which offer new insight to events in Michigan’s history. “The Orphan Train in Michigan”, “Indian History of Michigan’s Thumb Region”, “Commercial Fishing History”, and the “History of Music Boxes in Michigan” are some of the popular presentations. The Eichers in their Pioneer Day lecture, called “When the Big Trees Fell”, cover the history of lumbering in Michigan from the first settlements and earliest forms of lumber harvesting. They give an historic outline of progress from hand hewn logs to finished lumber… from water powered mills to the 1883 steam engines which powered most of the sawmills throughout lower Michigan. By the mid 1850’s, most of the people in Michigan lived south of a line from Grand Rapids to Port Huron. At this time, 600 lumber camps employed a wonderful mix of humanity. This lecture shows historic movie footage and photos of this period in Michigan’s history. 

The third and final presentation of the day begins at 3 p.m. and features historian Leonard DeFrain from Harbor Beach. He will cover many topics in his talk, including video from a Cadillac TV station that gives information on the S.S. Daniel J. Morrell shipwreck. DeFrain will also talk on the history of Huron County and how the area has changed over time. Early pictures of Harbor Beach will be on display for visitors to enjoy. His list of the 10 most important things about Harbor Beach is not to be missed. DeFrain handles many historical questions about the area from states as far away as Oregon and North Carolina. He has written articles for many newspapers and magazines and was a long time basketball coach in Huron County. 

The Port Austin Area Historical Society has decided to postpone the recording of memories from June 19th until a later date. 

Other events at Huron City Museums this year include new Workshop Wednesdays scattered throughout the season. On June 22, Sue Baughman will cover the basics of spinning wheels. The Historical Society of Michigan comes to the museums on July 20 to teach a curatorial class on how to manage and store artifacts. This class is open to individuals who might want to learn how to handle family artifacts. Register via their Web site at www.hsmichigan.org. The last two Workshop Wednesdays are in September and include pottery on September 7, taught by Laurie Conger and woodcarving on the 14th taught by Hugh Clark. Costs vary by class and space is limited so please call early to reserve your spot. 

From July 22 through July 24, the 8th Arkansas Company C will encamp on the grounds of the museums. Demonstrations will occur throughout the weekend. Red Letter Day is the annual fund-raising event for the museums, which will be held on Saturday, July 30. This event features luncheon on the lawn of the House of Seven Gables, music and a program presented in the Huron City Church, followed by an ice cream social. The topic of this year’s 3 p.m. program is “Women” and proceeds from the day will go toward completing the roof of Seven Gables and restoring more windows in the Huron City Church. 

Sawmill Day on August 20 brings large crowds to see the shingle mill, sawmills, wood carvers and old phonographs. Local produce will be for sale the Eastern Michigan Music Makers will perform throughout the day. The Maplewood Farm and Petting Zoo will provide pony and cart rides for the children. The parents of Girl Scout Troop 712 bring food to sell for the event. Shuttle busses will run between Huron City, Lighthouse County Park and Port Hope for their A-B-C Day. The fourth annual Poetry Reading at Huron City on September 25 features the Bards of Bird Creek reading their work at 3 p.m. in the Huron City Church. Everyone is welcome to bring their own work to read or to come and listen. 

All the events, besides the fund-raiser and workshops, are free to the public. Mark your calendars today to enjoy some time at the Huron City Museums this summer. Funding for Pioneer Day, Sawmill Day and the Poetry Reading comes from a grant through the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs. 

The museums are open on weekends in June or by appointment. They run full time starting July 1 through Labor Day from Thursday through Monday. September is weekends only or by appointment. Hours are 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. with the last tour at 5 p.m. 

The church is available for weddings – call early to reserve your weekend. If you would like to contact someone at the museums about demonstrating at an event, please call Patty Finan at (989) 738-6007 or at the museums at (989) 428-4123. Information is also provided at their Web site at www.HuroncityMuseums.org. The museums are located on M-25 between Port Austin and Port Hope. 
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