July Events Set at Huron City Museums

Huron City Museums, located on M-25 between Port Austin and Port Hope, have three events scheduled for July. The first is a curatorial class conducted by the Historical Society of Michigan on July 20. The second is a visit from the 8th Arkansas Company C Reenactment Group that will stay from July 22 through July 24. The third event is their only fundraiser of the year, Red Letter Day, on July 30. 

The curatorial class to be held on July 20 in the Huron City Church will be taught by T.J. Gaffney from the Port Huron Museum. The class will run from 9:30 am until 2:30 pm and lunch is provided. Register for the class through the Historical Society of Michigan’s Web site at www.hsmichigan.org, under Workshops & Tours. You may also register by calling them at 1-800-692-1828. The cost is $35 for members of HSM and $50 for non-members. The class is geared towards historical societies and small museums, but individuals may attend to learn about handling family artifacts.

The 8th Arkansas Company C Group will visit July 22 – 24 and is a family oriented unit of 19 that started in 2002. Their passion is authentically reliving a period in history not fully taught to students. The founding families are from Caseville and Capac, with other members from Bad Axe, Harbor Beach and Fort Gratiot. Most of the unit belonged to other units for more than 15 years. The group formed here in order to keep the family oriented events going and to bring more people to the Thumb. The group participated in the Walk Through Time at Sleeper State Park and they will also attend a large gathering in Jackson. The members of the group enjoy seeing the reaction of others as they live, cook and train as our ancestors did in the past. They have fun and would welcome lots of visitors to their camp at Huron City.

Red Letter Day began as a celebration of community by William Lyon Phelps. He hosted local families on the lawn of Seven Gables. Today the event consists of luncheon on the lawn and a program in the Huron City Church at 3:00 pm. Music by the Alan Wasserman Trio begins at 11:00 am, with punch and lawn games available. Hat decorating will also be part of the early activities. The luncheon takes place at 12:30 pm after the traditional owl salute. William Lyon Phelps accidentally shot an owl that remains in the small parlor today. Before meals, all of Dr. Phelps’ guests would march around the house, singing “El Capitan” by John Philip Sousa. When passing the owl, they would salute it as a sign of honor. This tradition continues today with the salute at 12:13 pm. The program in the Huron City Church at 3:00 pm will be a retrospective on women during the life and times of William Lyon Phelps. Various writings will be used, along with archival photos to highlight the life of women here from the early pioneer days until the 1920’s. Some antique dresses will be on display and Bess Bonnier will perform on the 1893 Steinway piano. “It should be a fun afternoon,” said Patty Finan, director of programs at the museums. “Annabel Hubbard Phelps was involved in so many activities, from a Girl Scout leader to a member of the National War Saving Committee in 1917. We’d like to honor her, and all the women who helped settle the area, in this presentation.” 

Other events at the museums this year include Sawmill Day on August 20 and the fourth annual Poetry Reading on September 25. Workshop Wednesdays continue in September with pottery on September 7, and woodcarving on September 14. Please call early to reserve your spot. The Huron City Museums are open from Thursday through Monday in July and August. Hours are 10 until 6, Sunday 11 until 6 with the last tour at 5. Please call 989 428-4123 for more information or visit their Web site at www.HuronCityMuseums.org. 

