The red and white lamps were storm-warning lamps and were placed in a certain order above the station. This allowed other ships in the area to see what weather the station was experiencing.
In the hallway, while entering the wreck room, notice the wood to your right. The wood was actually part of a surfman’s shanty. These shanties were placed on a surfman’s route along the Lake Huron shore and offered protection from cold or stormy weather. The carvings on the wood are original. 

The mannequin next to the life raft is wearing a surfman’s uniform. One can see that he was the #2 surfman or second in command, at the station by the No. 2 on his left shoulder.

On the ground in front of the glass case is the portable library. It is a wooden box with a metal latch on it. These boxes were exchanged between life saving stations. All kinds of books could be found within one of these libraries, including literature, science, and a Bible.

Next to the glass case are the semaphore flags which were used to communicate from ship to shore.

The barrel next to the light is a fresh water cask and provided drinking water on board the ship.

The Francis Life Car is the boat-shaped device hanging in the room. It was run on the hawser to and from the distressed ship with up to six people inside. In extreme circumstances, as many as thirteen people were saved by successive trips made to a wrecked ship.

The life car had a few very small holes in the top, which let air in while keeping water out. Most trips took only two or three minutes. The car is names after its inventor, Joseph Francis. On one occasion the Life Car was used to save 200 people from a wreck in a snowstorm off New Jersey.

The red buckets behind the display are fire buckets and were filled with sand or water to be used for extinguishing fires. The bottoms were rounded so that a swabby could not use the bucket of water for mopping the deck because the bucket would not sit upright. These round buckets were located in a rack to keep the buckets upright.

