Notes from Jeff Shook’s visit in the Life Saving Station

2009 will get Francis Life Car back!

Seth Thomas Clock – started in the 1940’s just before radar. Radio beacons were sent from the lighthouse and the captains would triangulate their location with it and the beacon from the clocks. 2 clocks would be used and they would be synchronized to the national clock. These would help in foggy weather. 

In the boat picture, 34’ surf boat. No separate look out tower so before that was built. No assistant keeper then. This is the oldest of the three pictures. The party one is next then the training is newest. One lookout tower burned. 

The master specs for the buildings have just the wreck room and kitchen and the rooms above them. The captain’s quarters were added later. He has a master set of the specs. It was painted a cream color and then went to white on the spec sheet.

The life boat had a water tight compartment and the surf boat did not. They had a 34’ motorized boat that they adapted themselves and a 36’ motorized that came about in 1909.

Thole pins are examples – the first ones were made of metal.

Top right picture on the board is a non-powered 34’ boat with a manual rudder. Middle picture is a converted 34’ motorized one.

Wooden post on the floor in front of the picture board is a mooring post. It was in both the 34’ converted and the 36’ motorized. They tied ropes to it to moor the boat to a dock.

Double lens in the corner was in a light ship or buoy and they came in different sizes. The 360( handles were more in buoys than on ships. They ran first on acetylene power then on an electric battery later on. The light was in the bottom half of the two pieces so the two on the floor are from a later period. The double one is from a lightship but the two on the floor could be a buoy or a lightship.

Pottinger picture is of a second assistant lighthouse keeper. The hat is a generic lighthouse keeper hat. The #2 on the lapel is second assistant. He would have been at a station with a larger crew and a lot of activity. On www.terrypepper.com it shows a James Pottinger as 2nd assistant from 1891 to 1894, as a 1st assistant from 1894 to 1896 and keeper of the light from 1910 to 1928 (end date unsure). 

Keeper’s uniform in the office would not have had any insignia on it to show LSS. Crossed oars on hat would show LSS – nothing on arms. For the surfmen, the US Life Saving Service was around the band on their hats. Their left arm had their surfmen number on it and the crossed oars were on the upper arm. Their white summer uniforms were called jumpers. 

Can check the detail on the woodworking to try and date the captain’s quarters – when they were added on. 

Upstairs – the little cubby off the keeper’s room may have been added on for storage. The wood corners do not match the rest of the building upstairs. One of the rooms may have been the hang out room for the surfmen – the middle one possibly. The hole in the wall between the left room and the middle room was for heat – stove could have been in the middle room. 

They had a pole with wooden pegs to climb to the lookout tower above. May have had a platform at the top to stand on before you went up. Ladies in dresses shown in picture – would have been difficult. 

Lantern in corner case was mounted on front of the beach cart on metal slips. When they set up on the beach at night, they would flip the fuzzy wick upright, that had been soaking in some type of fuel, and put that on a pike in the ground. The matches are in the arm of the lantern in a compartment and there is a striking spot on the rim of the lid. They would then light the wick and use these to mark the landing spot when it was dark. 

Not sure what the pole in the corner with the top on it and the spikey thing on the bottom was used for. 

The kickback for the Lyle gun depended on the amount of charge and the surface it sat on. Average was 3’ – could be 6’ if the charge was large and the surface smooth. 1900 date was found on the left most mortar. 

