Inn Parlor Exhibit

May 24, 2003

Starting at the south door:

The picture on the left wall just past the door is of Notre Dame in Paris. Billy loved cathedrals and had pictures of the most important ones. 

In the display case to the left are travel items from the family. First in the case from the left are two of Billy’s journals from a bicycle trip he took of Europe in 1890. Next are photos of European spots but we don’t know from where – they were not labeled. The picture standing up is of Billy’s brother Dryden Phelps Jr. and his family in West China. In the middle of the case is a photo book of Japan that Richard presented to Frank and Elizabeth Hubbard. It has many different photos of Japanese cities and landscapes in it. The pictures on the right of the book are photos from Billy in the states and these have been labeled. The two standing photos are from the Bad Axe Fair in 1923 and show Indian dances. The flat picture of Billy and crew is from the Bad Axe Fair in 1932. The last two items are from Carolyn – one is a picture of her in Mexico in 1947. Below that is a booklet from a German opera she attended. 

On the shelves below that are various items – a post card album, an old camera, a travel photo, a program in French from Carolyn’s Paris trip in 1914 and a picture of Billy, Frank and an unknown gentleman pheasant hunting in Minnesota.

Next to the display case is a suitcase of Billy’s filled with riding boots and golf shoes. The tag on it was addressed to Grindstone City MI. 

Next to the boots is a stand up trunk that belonged to Russ Lucas. It has some of Carolyn’s dresses hanging from it, a few pairs of socks and a slip in the drawers. 

The next two trunks are in the corner. The bottom one belonged to Carolyn Lockwood Hubbard (see initials on side). The one on top contains clothes, possibly from Elizabeth. There are leather gloves along the back, a scarf draped on top and a baby’s dress along with a purple jacket. 

Across the room is a hutch filled with items from Helen Joy Lee’s collection. She was a daughter of the founder of Packard Cars and she traveled the world. Most of these items are labeled. There are some knives that are not and a totem pole that is not. She was a friend of Carolyn’s and at one point the top of the store was used to show her collection. The travel books came from Billy’s collection.  

To the right of the hutch is a table that contains mostly postcards. The ones toward the bottom of the table are from family members to family members. One is from Annabel to Frank’s son Langdon from St. Ives and she put the poem about St. Ives on the back. The photo album is from one of Billy and Annabel’s European trip and she is pictured at Stonehenge on the left side. There is also a stereoscope on the back right side and a box of cards for it. There is also a picture of Billy and Annabel and one of Billy and some friends in Augusta GA. Billy and Annabel sometimes spent their winters there after Billy retired from Yale.

The bottom suitcase in the middle of the floor was Frank Hubbard’s and top one is Billy’s.

The north parlor contains family photos. Starting on the other side of the clothes trunk is a display case. Under the case in the corner are a tennis racket, a badminton racket and a golf driver. Starting from the left in the case is the 1884 Chapman’s book that people could pay to be included and send in their write up. Next to that is a photo album page that Carolyn created and Amanda and her brother are pictured, along with other labeled family members. The write up on the first church expansion in 1925 is next – notice that the building was added on to the back, not to the side. A barn raising photo is above it. Billy is shown in the photo album at the top of the case playing tennis and badminton on the grounds of Seven Gables. Annabel’s 1919 Red Cross pin is show along with her NLWS Motor Corps pin and photo with her next to a car. Other photos of Billy and Annabel, the House of Seven Gables and the pergola are included. On the shelves below are Billy’s black felt hat and baseball mitt. There are two of his books – one open to show that he wrote most of it at Seven Gables. The picture on the bottom is of the church after one of Billy’s sermons.

The table next to the display case has copies of the Chapman’s book that are about other people in the area – Capt. Peer from Grindstone and Ayres from Port Austin are listed, along with the description of Huron City and a write up on Henry Neal, the Inn proprietor. 

The next display case has pictures of Elizabeth Lockwood Hubbard’s family. Her grandparents are shown first at the left of the case. Nancy and Frederick Ayres are shown. Then a photo album page is included with four generations of Ayres’ women. Carrie and Frederick St. John are pictured, Frank throwing a snowball at Elizabeth’s sister Julia, Elizabeth’s brother Fred and Julia are shown – most of the other photos are labeled. To the right are pictures of Carolyn, Annabel and Langdon. On the shelves below are gloves and kerchiefs that are possibly Elizabeth’s. Frank’s ledger and a 1919 Poore’s Railroad book are on the next shelf. A pair of shoes, mirror and picture of Elizabeth with Carolyn and Annabel are on the bottom shelf. On top of the display case are photos of Frederick St. John Lockwood (Elizabeth’s father), Carolyn’s wedding photo and Annabel as an adult. There are also obituary write ups for Fred Lockwood, Frank and Carolyn on top. 

The pictures hanging above the case are the three children behind Green Gables in Port Austin, Elizabeth’s wedding photo and a picture of Frank. On the next wall is a picture of Carolyn with Elizabeth and Charles Parcells Jr. 

Next to the display case is a table with a 1937 calendar that Billy Pottinger had created for the store. There is also a Baby Pottinger picture there but we are not sure if it is Billy as a baby or if Billy had children and it is one of them. It is only labeled as Baby Pottinger. 

Next on the wall is a leather trunk that belonged to Langdon Hubbard – see the lettering on the side. Above it is a portrait of Langdon. 

Next to the door is a loveseat and table with a kaleidoscope on it. The portrait above the loveseat is Susan Hubbard, Langdon’s sister, who helped to raise the children in CT. 

The Girl Scout uniform on the mannequin on the table was Annabel’s. There is a picture in front of it and a set of buttons to the left. The wall hanging to the left shows more photos of Annabel’s troop. On the table in front of the uniform are pictures of Billy in the library at New Haven and a page from Carolyn’s photo album with Billy and Eddie Guest. 
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