Langdon Hubbard General Store (individual lights throughout the store)

Langdon Hubbard built this third store after the 1881 fire. It was constructed in 1883. Food and ice were sold here and clothes were fitted and sold upstairs.

Note the old trunks toward the back of the store, the shawls hanging above and the medicines on the west side of the room.

On the west wall are the old clock and advertisements for seed catalogs. The seeds were bought from Ferry Morse Seed Co.

On the counter are several pieces of ornately decorated china from a 28 piece wash stand set. The round bowl with a drain in the bottom was placed in the top of a large slop jar. This way the dirty water was prevented from splashing onto the floor. A cover was placed on the slop jar until it could be emptied.

Due to the quantity of antiques in this building, stress to your guests the importance of looking at everything on their own because it would take hours to point it all out. 

Bill Pottinger, son of James Pottinger Sr. who died while in the employ of the US Life Saving Service, managed the store and lived across the street in the Pottinger House. There is so much original merchandise here because he never threw anything away while he was the storekeeper. Notice the red coffee grinder and black tobacco cutter in the front left-hand side of the store. 

The only recorded robbery that ever took place in Huron City occurred when Billy Phelps was visiting for the first time. The robbery happened here at the store when a masked gunman held up Frank, Billy and bookkeeper Austin Case. He managed to get away with $18.00 and both Frank and Billy’s watches. The robber was captured in Caseville after a year and was sentenced to 20 years in jail. This happened in the summer of 1885. Billy did get his watch back and said later it was the most fearful incident in his life.

The children’s toys along the west wall are interesting to children and should be pointed out.

The crocks along the floor were used for pickling and making sauerkraut, among other foods.

The cases of stuffed animals in the corner belonged to Richard Hubbard and contain squirrels, chipmunks and some bird eggs.

The store closed for business in the 1950’s.

Post Office

The Post Office was in the back of the store to bring in more business. Some very old letters with 2 and 3-cent stamps were in the post boxes. The post office received hundreds of letters after the 1881 fire for people who had moved away. The letters have remained unclaimed all these years.

Ira Trumbull, the notary public, is pictured above his desk. His hand-written checks from the turn of the century can be seen next to the stamps. 

The desk in the middle of the P.O. contains daily ledgers. The bookkeeping cabinet is in the northeast corner. When someone wanted to charge his bill, his number would be found by looking at the table under the glass, and then their spring could be located according to their number. The bill was placed under the spring. When someone paid their bills, they would be pulled from the spring and the patron was given free candy if the account was paid in full.

The spittoons are strategically placed around the room.

The P.O. was the noisiest room in the store because this is where people conducted their business. It also contained the only phone in the community. 

Richard Hubbard’s 1890 University of Michigan law degree can be seen in the northeast corner. It is interesting to note that there were two women in his graduating class. His picture is on the far right in the third row down.

Also note the banking association memorabilia. On the bar below are a banker’s visor and ledger. In the Detroit Bankers of 1912 picture, Frank Hubbard is in the fourth row, third person from the left.

Lumber Room

We don’t really know what this room was originally used for but it could have been a blacksmith’s shop, which could explain the stains on the floor. 

By 1850, Michigan land was going for $1.25 an acre. There were so many people getting rich in Michigan from investing in lumber operations that at one time 98 millionaires lived along the Saginaw River.

The Saginaw River had 112 sawmills and a solid wall of lumber lining both riverbanks. The Great Lakes, in 1880, had more ships on it that it does now because of lumber traffic.

Since 1800 enough lumber has been cut in America to build a road past the sun. Michigan cut enough wood in just twenty years to build a walk to the moon and back 23 times.

Kitchen area

Cooks were the most influential people in the lumber camps because the quality of their food either attracted men in droves or drove them away.

For a large camp, a cook would bake 60 loaves of bread, a barrel of donuts, which were six inches in diameter, 25 cakes, and 40 pies every day. A large camp would have a food exchanged program with nearby Native Americans and a full-time hunter/fisherman to bring in the catch.

On the west side of the room by the window, a shelf containing bells, oxen equipment and ox shoes can be seen. In one year alone, 40,000 oxen were used in Michigan to haul wood. Horses later replaced oxen because of their superior intelligence. A team of Belgians or Clydesdales cost $400 in Chicago. Horses were highly valued and got better treatment than men most of the time. When horses were in danger, like falling through the ice, lumbermen thought only of saving the horses, not the other men. Horses wore the leather boots when sanding down the skating rink, which stood along the river near the store. The horses pulled a grindstone across the floor to smooth the wood floor. The boots protected the wood floor from the horses’ shoes.

Model under window is of a hip roof barn donated by Henry Kubacki.

On the west wall there are planers, sanders, drills and other tools used by local lumbermen on display. The gas pump, of 1911 vintage, is a 10-gallon pump that was used at the general store until 1947. Notice the cheap price of gas and the crown. Different colored crowns represented different grades of gas. White crown was the lowest, red crown medium or regular and the gold crown was the highest.

In the back of the room is what we think is the second oldest printing press in the state and dates to 1878. It was used to produce a local newspaper. It was used in Bad Axe and printed the first paper in Huron County. Bud Morris, from Harbor Beach, donated it to the museum. It was used by arranging small metal letters in a backwards for the entire paper. They were laid out in sheets, then the entire flat table was moved under the press, inked and rolled. Very few daily papers were made due to the long process. Most were monthly or quarterly. 

On the east wall behind the colorfully restored plow is old farming equipment - including a thrasher, a broadcaster, a cream separator, etc.

The ice saw was used to cut ice on the lake. The ice was then hauled to the store’s icehouse in the basement. Packed in sawdust to keep it frozen, the ice was sold in the hot summer.

There is blacksmith’s anvil and tools, with his bellows hanging behind that on the wall. Two boys were employed to work the bellows and were paid $2 a day or room and board for an apprenticeship. They used the three-legged bench with the hole in the top of it. 

