Articles packed away that were on display.

The red and white napkins on the small table are from Ireland.
The French Linen Frock, also known as a petty coat, is the oldest artifact in the museum. It was made before the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The petty coat was worn by Susannah St. John of CT in 1760-1770. She was married to Eliphalet Lockwood on January 8, 1776. Susannah and Eliphalet were the great grandparents of Carolyn Lockwood Hubbard Parcells Lucas.

The model in front of the north window is of an English Boat (so-called because it was developed in the UK). It was so laden with lead in its hull that when it capsized, the weight would cause it to right itself. Taken by Ted Richardson’s family.

The dress displayed on the model was worn by Carrie Ayres (Carolyn’s grandmother) to Lincoln’s second inaugural ball in 1864. It is a convertible dress that has two tops, one with long sleeves and the other sleeveless. The top with long sleeves was worn during the day so they would not get tanned because if they had a tan it showed they worked and were not of a high social standing. The sleeveless top was worn at night to show off their lily white skin. 

The wedding dress was Annabel’s and was worn at her wedding in the parlor of Seven Gables on December 21, 1892. The fur on the bottom of the dress indicates that it was a winter wedding. 

The children made the quilt for their schoolteacher in 1888. Each child made a square and signed their initials on it. The quilt was given as a Christmas present to Sara E. Phelps, Billy’s mother, who was a schoolteacher in Connecticut.

William Lyon Phelps Video: This video was recorded from an old movie reel. It was presented to the theater audiences before featured films during the early World War II era. Billy Phelps’ short message was designed to instill patriotism in the young adults of the time. 

