





Wednesday Oct 11 – 1871

Dear Sister – 


We have been through a fiery ordeal for the last few days. Sunday night franky coughed & waked L up he looked out the window & saw the fires in the woods were coming towards us he went to the boarding house & called out all the men & they fought it all night & all the next day & kept it from gaining on us but that night the wind blew very hard & it changed & gained on them & about eleven L came in & told me we must leave as the fire would soon be upon us. I got the children up & dressed I had been up all night myself watching the house to see that no sparks fell around it. L & I commenced carrying out things into the year & we carried out nearly all the clothing & part of the furniture teams soon came & loaded them & carried them away but they did not go where L told them so we lost half of them. I carried out until L told me I must not stay any longer the fire was right on us, so I did. frank & the hired girls the children and we went ½ mile down near the lake. the wind was blowing a perfect gale. it swept right through the place & burnt it all but a few houses – sawmills gristmill store and boarding burnt with fire it took every thing in its course. we sat on the bank of the creek all night. The smoke nearly blinded us. We are now staying with a family about ½ mile up the road. tomorrow we shall move into one half of one L houses now occupied by the engineer, & we shall make ourselves as comfortable as possible. don’t worry about us we have lived through it. we have heard of several places that have suffered about as much as we have you will probably see the accounts in the newspaper I will write in my next Mister Morgan had better come if they build up shall want help. I don’t know if you can read this You are all comfortably well. L eyes near almost blind from smoke & ashes but are a good deal better today, will be pretty well tomorrow. Don’t worry about us we shall take care of ourselves, good night. Take good care of yourself. Sis 

L had the deed for work all signed but it was burnt up with land books he will have to go to Lansing to get a new one perhaps Joab can get the time intended, L thinks he shall get it in time.

