BINNACLE

THE BINNACLE, A SPECIALIZED CASE, CONTAINS THE SHIP’S COMPASS, WHICH IS THE MAIN NAVIGATIONAL TOOL.  

THE BRASS CYLINDERS ON EITHER SIDE OF THE PROTECTIVE WINDOW ARE CANDLE HOLDERS:  CANDLES WERE THE ONLY LIGHT FOR STUDYING THE COMPASS AT NIGHT.  

QUESTION:  WHY WOULD SAILORS USE SO LITTLE LIGHT TO SEE THE IMPORTANT COMPASS?  

ANSWER:  USING THE LEAST AMOUNT OF LIGHT WOULD HELP THE COMPASS-READERS PRESERVE THEIR NIGHT VISION, SO THEY COULD BETTER SEE OBJECTS IN THE DARK SEAS BEFORE THEM AND, ABOVE THEM, THE STARS, WHICH ALSO HELPED THEM NAVIGATE.

SAILORS USED THE BALL-LIKE CAST-IRON WEIGHTS TO ADJUST THE COMPASS TO POINT MAGNETIC NORTH, TO TRUE THE NORTH BEARING OF THE COMPASS.

THIS BINNACLE (# T552) WAS BUILT BY KELVIN, BOTTOMLEY & BAIRD, LTD., IN GLASGOW, SCOTLAND.

THE WRECK OF THE SS DANIEL J. MORRELL, WHICH SANK ON 29 NOVEMBER 1966

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT’S INSIDE THE CANVAS COVERING OF THOSE FAMILIAR LIFE-SAVING RINGS?  HERE’S THE CORK CORE OF A RING FROM THE SS DANIEL J. MORRELL, A GREAT LAKES FREIGHTER THAT SANK OFF HURON CITY ON 29 NOVEMBER 1966. 

NOT A SINGLE CREW MEMBER WAS ABLE TO RESCUE HIMSELF WITH A LIFE RING ON THAT LATE NOVEMBER NIGHT:  ONLY ONE MAN SURVIVED, AND HE LAY FOR THIRTY-SEVEN HOURS, PRESSED IN THE BOTTOM OF A LIFE RAFT, SURROUNDED BY  THREE COMRADES, WHOSE BODIES COULDN’T WITHSTAND THE ROUGH SEAS AND FRIGID TEMPERATURES.   DENNIS HALE WAS RESCUED AT HURON CITY BY COAST GUARD HELICOPTERS, AND TRANSPORTED TO HARBOR BEACH HOSPITAL, WHERE HE MADE A SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY.

BUILT IN 1906 IN WEST BAY CITY, MICHIGAN, THE 603-FOOT BULK CARRIER SS DANIEL J. MORRELL—LONGER THAN TWO FOOTBALL FIELDS-- WAS OWNED BY CAMBRIA STEAMSHIP COMPANY, AND OPERATED BY BETHLEHEM STEEL.  ON NOVEMBER 28TH, 1966, FUELED UP WITH  221 TONS OF COAL IT HAD JUST TAKEN ON AT WINDSOR, ONTARIO, AND DESTINED FOR  TACONITE HARBOR, MINNESOTA (BEFORE RETURNING TO BUFFALO, NEW YORK ON ITS LAST LEG), THE SS MORRELL WRESTLED ITS WAY NORTH.   THE FREIGHTER SEVERAL TIMES SOUGHT ANCHOR IN LAKE ST. CLAIR AGAINST ROUGH SEAS, BEFORE CAUTIOUSLY PROCEEDING UP LAKE HURON, PAST HARBOR BEACH AND INTO ITS LAST NIGHT.

ROUGH SEAS, UNUSUALLY BIG WAVES, AND SHIFTING BALLAST IN THE UNUSED CARGO HOLDS COMBINED TO CAUSE THE STRUCTURAL FAILURE OF THE MAIN HULL GIRDER AMIDSHIPS, WHICH CAUSED THE VESSEL TO BREAK IN TWO AND BOTH SECTIONS TO SINK.  

SENDING NO DISTRESS SIGNAL, THE SS MORRELL SANK LONG BEFORE THE COAST GUARD RECEIVED NOTICE, A DAY AND A HALF AFTER THE SINKING.  LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT ON THE SS MORRELL DID NOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE WEATHER PROTECTION FOR THE OTHER TWENTY-EIGHT CREWMEN TO SURVIVE.

THE COLLISION OF THE PHILADELPHIA AND THE ALBANY, 7 NOVEMBER 1893

THE ALBANY:

--267-FOOT STEEL STEAMER, BUILT IN 1884, OWNED BY WESTERN TRANSPORTATION CO.; WEIGHT: 1678 TONS

--CAPTAIN A.J. MCDONALD

--SOUTHBOUND FROM CHICAGO TO BUFFALO, CARRYING 17,000 BUSHELS OF CORN, 75,000 BUSHELS OF OATS, 250 BARRELS OF FLOUR

--SANK IN 145 FEET OF WATER OFF HURON CITY

THE PHILADELPHIA:

--236-FOOT STEEL STEAMER, BUILT IN BUFFALO, NEW YORK, IN 1867, OWNED BY ANCHOR STEAMSHIP LINE; 

WEIGHT:  C. 1200 TONS

--CAPTAIN A.E. HUFF

--NORTHBOUND TO DULUTH, MINNESOTA, CARRYING COAL AND OTHER MERCHANDISE

--SANK TWELVE MILES OFF OF PORT HOPE, IN 125 FEET OF WATER

ABOUT 2 A.M., IN HEAVY FOG, THE PHILADELPHIA BROADSIDED THE ALBANY ON ITS PORT SIDE, DISABLING IT COMPLETELY.  THE PHILADELPHIA TOOK ON THE ALBANY’S CREW, AND TOOK THE ALBANY IN TOW.  BUT SOON AFTER, PROCEEDING AT FULL STEAM, AND UNDER THE STRAIN OF TOWING THE SINKING ALBANY, THE PHILADELPHIA’S CRASH BULKHEAD COLLAPSED, AND THE PHILADELPHIA WENT DOWN.

TWO LIFE RAFTS, FROM THE PHILADELPHIA, CARRIED THE ALMOST FOUR DOZEN CREW MEMBERS.  ONE LIFE RAFT, WITH TWENTY-TWO MEN, DRIFTED TWELVE MILES BEFORE WASHING SAFELY ASHORE AT PORT HOPE, MICHIGAN.  THE OTHER RAFT WAS NEVER SEEN AGAIN….

CAPSTAN –CAPSTAN COVERS

THESE TWO CAPSTAN COVERS, FROM THE ALBANY AND THE PHILADELPHIA, ARE STRIKING MEMENTOS OF THE BIG COLLISION.

CAPSTAN COVERS AND BELLS WERE OFTEN INSCRIBED WITH ELABORATE IDENTIFYING MATERIAL.  AS YOU CAN SEE, THE ALBANY ‘S FANCY CAPSTAN COVER CONTAINS USEFUL INFORMATION.  THE PHILADELPHIA’S, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS ONLY THE EMBLEM OF THE SHIPPING LINE—ANCHOR LINE—AND AN ANCHOR WITH “HOPE” INSCRIBED ABOVE IT.

A CAPSTAN COVER TOPS THE SHIP’S CAPSTAN, WHICH IS A KIND OF WINDLASS OR WINCH, USED ON SHIPS TO RAISE (OR LOWER) THE ANCHOR.  BECAUSE THERE WAS LIMITED SPACE ON SHIP DECK, THE “POWER UNIT” WAS SET ON DECK WHILE THE “HOIST” WAS BELOW DECK IN THE FORWARD/BOW AREA OF THE VESSEL.  THE “POWER UNIT” WAS TURNED BY DECK HANDS, WHO PUSHED POLES INSERTED INTO A SERIES OF SOCKETS IN THE TOP PORTION OF THE CAPSTAN.  THESE ACTIONS TRANSFERRED POWER BY SHAFTS TO BELOW DECK, WHERE THE “HOIST” PORTION LIFTED (OR LOWERED) THE ANCHOR CHAIN.  

