Greater Port Austin Area 
Chamber of Commerce

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Patty Finan
We have pictures of the snowpeople, if you would like them.

Phone: 989 738-6007

Fax: 989 738-6007 – please call before you fax something

E-mail: mpfinan@centurytel.net
Web site: www.portaustinarea.com
Winter Chill Thrill Set for Port Austin

The Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a weekend-long event, the Winter Chill Thrill, on January 12 through 14. There will be events for all age groups throughout the weekend. Though cabin fever may not have set in with the mild temperatures, the Chamber encourages everyone to get out and enjoy themselves. 

On Friday, January 12, the festivities kick off with a bonfire from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the Port Austin Gym, just a block west of M-25. Bring your old Christmas trees to burn and enjoy the blaze. Hot cocoa and coffee will be available in the Warm-up Tent, sponsored by the Junior Priscilla Club. Free hayrides from Knoblock Riding Stables run from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm. Inside the Port Austin Gym, everyone is invited to try their luck on the Mechanical Bull. Speeds vary, and the ride is safe for everyone. The cost is $3 per ride, and it runs from 5:00 pm until 11:00 pm. Also available in the gym at the same time is a laser tag maze. The cost is $3 per person, and two teams of three people will be allowed in at one time. You need not be a team to participate. 

Another event on Friday evening is a musical jam session at The Landing on Lake Street. A variety of local and Detroit-area bands will be playing, and all are welcome to join in the sessions. The music starts at 9:00 pm. For more information, contact Dave Williams at 989 670-9751. This is the 12th Annual Jam Session at The Landing and will also be on Saturday night at the same time.
Saturday brings the Chili Cook-off. Restaurants and local businesses will have chili for tasting, and a ballot will be provided. Individuals are welcome to bring chili for tasting to the Civic Center at the traffic light. There will not be a panel of judges, just the tasting public that votes at the Civic Center. The hours are 11:00 am until 2:00 pm on Saturday. Businesses or individuals that have not yet registered should contact Lori Babcock at 989 738-4663 or Donna Gallo at 989 738-8646 by January 10th. There is no fee to enter.  

Also running continuously from 11:00 am until 2:00 pm will be the Kids’ Games at the Broom Ball rink on Railroad Street in Port Austin. Children from ages 5 to 10 are encouraged to stop by anytime and participate in a wide variety of games such as bean bag toss, fishing, putting and pin-the-nose-on-the-snowman. Be sure to register whenever you arrive, as prizes will be awarded to everyone who participates. A grand prize drawing will take place at 1:00 pm and the kids do not have to be present to win.

At noon, join other hearty souls at the First Annual Polar Bear Dip at the boat launch ramp at the Port Austin State Harbor. Everyone who braves the chilly waters receives a special "I Survived the Polar Bear Dip" tee-shirt. Registration is required and costs $10. Please contact Dave Dybowski at 989-553-4535 to register early. You can also register that morning by 11:30 am.  Spectators are welcome! Come and encourage these brave, or crazy, people taking a dip in Lake Huron.

In front of Lakeside Motor Lodge on Lake Street, there will be a putting contest for $1 per try or 6 tries for $5. The event starts at noon and lasts until all the participants have putted. Sharpen your putting skills in preparation for the spring weather. Prizes will be awarded in several special drawings at the end of the event. Music will also be downtown from 11:30 pm until 2:30 pm, provided by radio station WLEW.

On Saturday at 2:00 pm, in front of Lakeside Motor Lodge, the Grindstone General Store is sponsoring two ice cream eating contests. One will be for who can eat the most in a set amount of time, and the other will be who can eat a quart of ice cream the fastest. The two winners will receive a prize. If ice cream is not to your taste, the local restaurants will be open for dinner. 
Broom Ball returns to Port Austin at 3:00 pm in the rink on Railroad Street on Saturday. So far, six men’s teams and three women’s teams have paid their $50 registration fee to play in the event. A team consists of four people with one designated as captain. The registration deadline is Wednesday, January 10th, with a captain’s meeting at 5:00 pm on Friday, January 12th, at the rink. Trophies will be awarded at the end of the tournament. Contact Jeff Babcock at 989 738-0070 or Casey Bruce at 989 430-7542 to register. 

Sunday starts off with a pancake breakfast sponsored by the United Protestant Church and runs from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm. For a donation, you get pancakes, sausage and coffee cake along with drinks. It will be held in the Garrett Fellowship Hall, next to the Church, on Arch Street, just south of the Port Austin Gym. 

The Port Austin Community Playhouse is sponsoring a free kids’ movie (Disney’s High School Musical) at noon on Sunday.  The film appeals to ages six and up. Children must be chaperoned. 

Also on Sunday, music will be provided by the Spring Street Boys at 1:00 pm in the Port Austin Gym. Dennis Hafeli, a resident of St. Clair Shores, bought a second home on Spring Street in Port Austin in 2004 and began to bring the band up from the Detroit area in the summer of 2005. The band specializes in oldies from the 50’s and 60’s, with Dennis as lead vocalist. Others include Dennis’ brother Alan Hafeli, from Oxford, on guitar, harmonica and vocals; Greg Ganz of Sterling Heights, lead guitar and vocals; Mark Marcet of Sterling Heights, bass guitar; Tom Driscoll of St. Clair Shores, drums; and Jim Nosakowski, Clinton Township, drums. The announcement of the Chili Cook-off winner will be made at 2:00 pm in the Gym. 

Be sure to check out the “snowpeople” displayed throughout town. The Thumb Arts Guild and the Chamber worked together to create twenty-six whimsical snowpeople, representing various businesses. Members of the Guild who helped to paint them include Don Bullis, Chris Clancy, Laurie Conger, Julia Cucuro, Ivoughn Depner, Ev Hellebuyck, Rebecca Knowlton, Claire Bomers Logan, Judy Marion and Jeanette Ziel. Businesses that have purchased a sign include Century 21 Babcock Realty, Danny Zeb’s Party Store, Eagle Bay Outfitters, Farmers Market, Finan & Schmidt Agency Inc., Garfield Inn, Grindstone General Store, Joe’s Pizzeria, Mayes IGA Foodliner, Osentoski Real Estate, Port Austin Chamber, Port Austin Motel, Port Austin Community Playhouse, Port Austin State Bank. REMAX Sunrise, Schillinger & Schillinger Inc., Spring Street Styling Salon, The Stock Pot, Thumb Area Charter Captains Association, Thumb Arts Guild, Town and Country Casuals, Up-The-Grove Gifts & Antiques, Upper Thumb Area Ducks Unlimited, and the Village Car Wash. See if you can find them around town while enjoying a great weekend of fun in Port Austin. The Chamber thanks all those who have sponsored events or who are helping out in any way. Events will take place regardless of the weather. 
Please call the Chamber at 989 738-7600 or check their website at www.portaustinarea.com for more information.







