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June-July Events
June 24: TAG Poetry Reading (Bird Creek Park); Indian Artifacts (Nature Center)
June 24-25: Thumb Area Off-Shore Fishing Tournament (Port Austin/Grindstone Harbors)
Workshop Wednesdays at Huron City ( all June) 21st- Pottery; 26-28 Chair Seat Weaving.
July 1: Farmer Market Opens!

July 1-2: TAG Art (Garfield Inn)

July 2: 1860’s Baseball (Gallup Park)

July 4: Port Austin 4TH of July Celebration (downtown): Parade starts at 1pm, Live Music 3-9 pm, Fireworks in Harbor at Dusk

July 8: Live Bats (Nature Center)
Meeting Note

The Chamber of Commerce wishes to announce that its July meeting will be its Quarter-Annual meeting and will be held at Huron City Museums on Monday, July 10th at 6 PM.  Members are encouraged to attend.  Beverages and appetizers will be served.
Did You Know?
A great many people who come to Port Austin are attracted by our website.  Having a great presentation is a good way to get them to patronize your business and come back year after year.  And no amount of words can describe what a good picture can show you.  If you are interested in spicing up your spot on the website, contact the Chamber to see how.
The Miss Port Austin
Captain Fred Davis has been running his perch party boat out of Port Austin for years.  If you know of someone who wants to literally get out of town for a couple hours this summer, give him a call at 738-5271.
Sandcastles on the Beach
Has just finished their month’s long renovation.  Go check them out!
Timeless Treasures
Has a huge selection of antiques and collectables.  Walk in and see what you can find, you might just be surprised at what turns up!
Contact Us

On the world wide web: www.portaustinarea.com
Our email address is pacofc@avci.net.

The Chamber is located in the Civic Center Building, 2 W. Spring Street in downtown Port Austin.  Our mailing address is P.O. Box 274, Port Austin, MI. 48467.  The  Chamber Offices are open Friday-Monday, from 10 AM to 2 PM. Stop in and our Executive Director will be happy to help you.  You can call us at 738-7600.


	BOCCE BALL 2006 – BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER!

Hundreds of Bocce Ball fans cheered on their favorite teams on Tuesday, June 13th and Wednesday, June 14th.  An all time high of 57 teams anxiously awaited their turn to play on the 10 lined fields.  The competition was spirited, friendly and fun, fun, fun!  Breakers-on-the-Bay, The Farm Restaurant, Smith Distributing, Gordon Food Service and Mayes IGA provided a terrific barbeque and ice cold beverages.  50-50 tickets were on-going and Bocce Ball Beer Mugs sold out the first night.    The Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Raffle was drawn on Wednesday evening while Bocce Ball teams were vying for the thrilling championship.  Five year Chairpersons, Dianne and Del Ruth, hosted the event at Gallup Park with the assistance of many fantastic volunteers. 

The loss of electrical power Wednesday evening did not slow down the activities.  Chad Ziel’s team, The Pool Hustlers, won the exciting Championship before dark, while Norb Kidd’s team, Port Austin Auto Parts won the Consolation Bracket.  Trophies were awarded at the conclusion of the tournament.  Congratulations to the winners, and a big thank you to all the teams who participated this year.  We also want to express our sincerest appreciation all our volunteers who helped to make the event run so smoothly – it could have not been done without you! 
The Bocce Ball Tournament is a chamber function directed towards the community.  All proceeds are donated to the Greater Port Austin Area Chamber of Commerce to assist with operating expenses and future events. 

Fishing & Other News
Fishing is a huge part of the economy of the Thumb and even those who don’t make their living from catching our finned friends from beneath the water enjoy catching them.  The Chamber has caught this up and has aimed several activities based on fishing for this season.  Joining forces with the Thumb Area Charter Captain’s Association, several area youths participated in a Fishing Clinic at Grindstone City Marina on Saturday, June 3.  Dave Dybowski and several other captains taught the kids the basics of successful fishing and even gave them free rod and reel combos and the chance to practice what they had just been taught.  It wasn’t long after that when 6 year old Travis Buccellato, son of the Chamber’s very own Executive Director, caught the first fish, a smallmouth bass.  Dave was thrilled with this and the rest of the kids, several of whom caught fish as well.  After their fishing, everyone was treated to hot dogs, pop and chips.  The Chamber wishes to thank Dave and the rest of the captains, the volunteers, Captain Morgan’s for providing the food and the Huron Daily Tribune for providing media coverage of the event.
The fishing fun doesn’t stop there, as the Chamber is just one of the sponsors of the Thumb Area Offshore Fishing Tournament on June 24 and 25.  Headquarters for the Tournament will be at the Port Austin Motel and Dave says that there will be some more fishing related activities for the kids on the 24th. In addition, the Chamber held a raffle at Bocce this year and it was a huge success for us, bringing in $3,050 for the Chamber.  This was a dramatic improvement from last year, where the Chamber only $210 dollars.  This success was in no small part due to the hard work of all of you, the members and shows that if you all get involved, there’s no limit to what we can accomplish.  Dave wished to thank everyone who sold tickets, especially La Nette Wiese who sold 100 tickets, Century 21 Babcock Realty, Mayes IGA, Diane Brown, Jean Wyatt, Finan's Store, PACP, Friends of the Library, and Gannett Directories for selling more than their 5 tickets.  Great job guys!  The raffle winners are as follows: Bonnie Deering $2000; Robert & Mary Andreski $1000; Erica Tolbert $1000; Helen Wolfgang, Mary Gottschalk, the Thumb Blanket, Suzanne Serra, Bob & Dutch, Tracey Ignash, The Bank Restaurant, J.J. Korn & Norb Kidd all were $100 winners.  Congratulations to all who won and thank you for supporting the Chamber. And lastly, the Chamber is pleased to announce that WNEM TV-5 is going to do another “Our Town” on Port Austin. We will have details on this in next month’s newsletter.
Farmer’s Market Update
With roughly two weeks until opening day…the Chamber continues to get many, many requests from area folks who want to join the Market as vendors.  As of press time, we have over two hundred people who have registered and it keeps growing!  Since the Market is so close, the Chamber wished to remind local businesses who have volunteered to help that if for some reason they cant volunteer…it is their responsibility to find someone to take their place.  For everyone’s convenience…here is the Market Volunteer list.  As a reminder, we need one person from each vendor list to volunteer.

Saturday, July 1: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Eagle Bay Outfitters/Grindstone Charters. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Ducks Unlimited/Thumb Area Charter Captains Association.

Saturday, July 08:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Osentoski Realty/Port Austin Motel. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Mayes IGA/Bird Creek Golf Club.

Saturday, July 15:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM AJ’S Market/ Aaron’s & Ann’s Cottages.  10:00 AM-1:30 PM Absolute Cottages/Bayside Cottages.

Saturday, July 22:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Blue Spruce Motel/Buccaneer Den. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Beachcomber Motel/Breakers-On-The-Bay.

Saturday, July 29:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Century 21 Babcock Realty/Cielo Water Bottling. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Chuck’s Marine/Captain Morgan’s.

Saturday, August 05: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Crew’s Lakeside Resort/Duggan’s Campground. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Danny Zeb’s/Family Go-Karts.

Saturday, August 12:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Finan & Schmidt Insurance/Friends of the Library. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Fort Tranquil Sands Resort/Finan’s Store.

Saturday, August 19: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Heinz Hardware/The Haven Antiques. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Historical Society/Joe’s Pizzeria.

Saturday, August 26:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM  Lake Street Manor/Lake Vista Motel. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM JR Priscilla Club/Lakeside Motor Lodge.

Saturday, September 02: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Miss Port Austin/Murphy’s Bakery 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Parks Harborview Cottages/Pascarella’s.

Saturday, September 09: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM  Port Austin Conservation Club/Port Austin Reef Light Association. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Port Austin Community Players/Port Austin Shell.

Saturday, September 16:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Port Austin State Bank/Port Austin Tax & Financial. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Putt-Putt Golf/ReMax Sunrise.

Saturday, September 23: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM River Oaks Cottages/Sandcastles on the Beach. 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Sandy Dunes/Schillinger & Schillinger.

Saturday, September 30:  6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Sportsmen’s Inn/Spring Street Styling Salon 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Sun-N-Sand Motel/The Bank 1884.

Saturday, October 07: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM The Farm Restaurant/The Garfield Inn  10:00 AM-1:30 PM  Huron City Museums/U&I Club.

Saturday, October 14: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM The Shores Cottages/The Oasis  10:00 AM-1:30 PM Thumb Arts Guild/Timeless Treasures

Saturday, October 21: 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM Tip-A-Thumb Canoe Rental/The Landing 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Town & Country Casuals/Up The Grove Gifts

Saturday, October 28 : 6:30 AM to 10:00 AM  Wiley Coyote/Century 21 Babcock Realty 10:00 AM-1:30 PM Whalen’s Grindstone Shores/American Legion Women’s Aux.
















