Greater Port Austin Chamber of Commerce

2 W. Spring St., P.O. Box 274, Port Austin, MI 48467

989-738-7600   www.portaustinarea.com
July 7, 2008 Board of Director’s Meeting- With Corrections
Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Dave Dybowski

1) Attendance/Board of Directors

President Dave Dybowski, Treasurer LaNette Wiese, Lori Babcock, Treasurer, Laura Mayes, Trustee, Lori Babcock, Secretary, Joyce Stanek, Director
Absent:  Michel Ricou, Steve Schmidt, Pam Gabriel

Members & Guests: Diane Brown, Timeless Treasure, Stacey Viers, Acct.Ability, Inc, Rene Nichols, Blue Spruce
 Secretary’s Report: May minutes, motion by LaNette and second by Laura..with correction..motion passed
June minutes, motion by Laura and second by LaNette, motion passed
Treasurers Report: Approved as presented, motion by Lori and second Laura.  
Check Book: $1,733.81  Ad Sales $111.16  Members $8,951.05 Farmers $1,481.39 

Fireworks $4,192.40 Bocce $8,552.96  It was noted that the Treasurer had not received all the bills for the Bocce Ball event and still outstanding 2008 dues had not been paid.
2) Old Business
a. Tip of The Thumb Heritage Water Trail Festival – Not as many campers attended as expected, however there were at least 100 people in attendance.  Nice response from all and are interested in coming back next year.
b.  Bocce Ball – Joyce reported that more workers were needed at the beginning and setting up.  The Village crew did a great job and that it was a success, not all the bills were in to report on the amount of money made during the event however there were 49 entries.
c. July 4th Fireworks – Great remarks about the display, however they did not do as they had promised…the program was 19 minutes long and the Board had been told by the owner he would make up for the short time last year…that did not happen.  The budget was increased by $3,500 but the length of time was not.  As good as the firework display was, Dave indicated that they had to help with the set up and clean up (7 Hours of work) and would not recommend them for next year because they did notcomplete their job as promised.  The Fireworks Account has not received money from the Fireworks Committee to pay the bill as of this date.
d. Big Bang Event – went well and will do it again next year.
e. Farmers Market – had over 202 Vendors and thought at least 5,000 to 7,000 attended.

f. Parade – there was discussion on how to improve the parade – Rene welcomes any suggestions.  Lori mentioned that she had problems with children running into the street in front of the trailer getting candy and parents sending their children into the street to get drinks…it was the worst in the main area of town.  It was also mentioned about no parking on the street during the parade because the area around Lighthouse Café is so narrow.
g. Fishing Tournament – Successful – Great comments with 30 boats and 1740 lbs of fish caught.
h. Chevy Ad – Great for Port Austin and Caseville
3) New Business

a. 
Tri County Bike Association will be touring with 175 riders 
b.
Colony Marine Boaters Mag. – Had a wonderful story about Port Austin and due to the article there will be 30 boaters coming to Port Austin.
c.
Kayak – August 9th another group will be coming to Port Austin.
d. 
Travel Michigan – In June a total of 11 people including divers and camera men came to Port Austin to view our ship wrecks staying over a period of 4 days.  Joyce indicated that they will be submitting a story that should be printed in the spring. 
e.
Blues @1884 Cancelled
f.
2009 Visitor Guide – A Survey to be sent to members to see what type of guide they would prefer or give some suggestions.
g.  Bocce Ball rental – a request to rent the Bocce Ball equipment…board felt that only members should be able to rent/use Chamber equipment.
h.  Macomb Daily ad – they did a pull-out with an article … great ad
i.  Annual Meeting – Sept 8th – Joyce to call and set up location..opening positions for President, Secretary and 2 Trustees since Pam resigned. 
Meeting adjourned
Lori Babcock, Secretary.

