Greater Port Austin Chamber of Commerce

2 W. Spring St., P.O. Box 274, Port Austin, MI 48467

989-738-7600   www.portaustinarea.com
Aug. 4, 2008 Board of Director’s Meeting

Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Dave Dybowski

1) Attendance/Board of Directors

President Dave Dybowski, Vice President Michel Ricou, Treasurer LaNette Wiese, Laura Mayes, Trustee, Lori Babcock, Secretary, Joyce Stanek, Director

Absent: Steve Schmidt, Pam Gabriel

Members & Guests: Diane Brown, Timeless Treasure, Stacey Viers, Acct.Ability, Inc, Rene Nichols, Blue Spruce, Sharon Upthegrove, UP-THE-GROVE, Patty Finan, Huron Museum

Guest:  Eldon Preston – Michigan Works

Mr. Preston from Michigan Works explained to the Chamber the many services that are provided to our business community.  One of the programs is called Employment Builders Alliance.  A Business would become a member at a nominal fee and their employees can take classes that will help them as well as the employer.  Some of the benefits included:  Access to training resources, training programs directly linked to common business needs, increased job performance of current employees, reduced costs of training and trained data required for quality requirements and cost/benefit analysis.  For more information on all the programs available go to:

www.thumbworks.org.

 Secretary’s Report: Motion by LaNette and second by Laura to accept the Secretary’s report, motion passed
Treasurers Report: Approved as presented, motion by Laura and second Lori.  
Check Book: $737.61 Ad Sales $281.16 Members $9,326.05 Farmers $3,927.34 

Fireworks $6,567.40 Bocce $6,637.96  
The Treasurer presented a bill to the Chamber from Great Lakes Fireworks in the amount of $8500.  The Chamber signed a contract for $5,000 and it was increased to either $8,000 or $8,500 by the Fireworks committee Steve Schmidt.  All agreed that the fireworks were beautiful, however the company did not hold up their end by giving us additional fireworks due to the short display in 2007…. Also the clean up was not as expected.  There was a motion by Lori to pay the bill of $8500, second by Michel- 4 yes votes and 1 no vote.  Motion carried. 

It was noted that with the $8,500 payment there will be no reserve in the account for next year.

2) Old Business
a.  Visitor’s Guide – Joyce to send out a survey to the business to see if they will commit to the same size ad as last year.  With this information a decision can be made as to the size of the book or if we need to look at something much smaller.
b. Annual Meeting – To be held at Captain Morgan’s on Sept 8th with the regular meeting at 5:30 to 6:30 – Social Time 6:30 to 7:00 and the Annual meeting starting at 7:00pm.  Joyce to send out Ballots and Proxy’s.  Your 2007/08 dues must be a paid to vote.
c. Fireworks – A survey was received from Great Lakes Fireworks – Dave to complete.
3) New Business

a. Up Coming Events – Rene reported on Pirates on the Great Lakes Scavenger Hunt Fri and Sat with other activities in town such as Costume Contest, Silent Auction, Pig Roast, Pirate Stories, Pirate Slave Auction, crafts and games and much more.  Rene encouraged everyone to participate and come enjoy the fun.  However she needs HELP!
b. E-mail received from the Garfield requesting the use of the Bocce Ball equipment on Sept 18th and 19th.  Motion by Laura and Second by Dave to allow the Garfield Inn to use the equipment.  Motion Carried.

c. Travel Host – There was a 2 Page Spread on Port Austin.  There was no cost to the Chamber and Joyce provided the story, photos and schedule of events… Jill from Travel Host sold ads to cover the cost.
Meeting adjourned
Lori Babcock, Secretary.

