PORT HOPE CHAMBER GENERAL MEETING
THURSDAY MARCH 13, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
      7:03 PM By Pres. Bernie Marsh at the 4 Seasons Restaurant
PLEDGE OF ALLEG
      Repeated by all.

INTRODUCTION OF 

GUESTS 
Liz Sabo
ATTENDANCE
Bernie Marsh, Elaine Reinke, John and Marla Kriewall, Dolly Mayer, Shirley Dorland, Patty Finan, Doug Davis, Rose and Dodie Miller, Marilyn Scott
CORRESPONDENCE     Marilyn Scott received a letter from the Yard Sale Trail in August for the fee. The price has raised to $115 from $100 last year. They do most of the advertising for the event and print 50,000 brochures. Marilyn motioned, seconded by Shirley Dorland, to pay the fee. Motion passed. 
SECRETARY’S 

REPORT                         The minutes of December and February were accepted as read. 
TREASURER’S

REPORT
Dolly Mayer gave the treasurer’s report. Beginning balance as 
      of February 1, 2008 was $5,596.80 with an income of $3.11 in interest. Expenses were $7.12 for office paper. This left a balance of $5,592.79. There are $180 in the Port Hope Bucks account.
NEW PEOPLE IN

TOWN
No information given. 
OLD BUSINESS           Marilyn Scott talked to Emerson Pilaske about the Spring Fling. Emerson’s son will be playing in the band. There was some concern about the $300 fee for four people. John Kriewall motioned, seconded by Doug Davis, to pay the band $350 to help with gas costs if four people came to play. Motion passed.  

Calendar changes were brought to the attention of Patty Finan. They will be made and extra copies will be brought to the next meeting. 


Set up time for the Spring Fling dance will be 12:30. Jean Baker and Shirley will do popcorn, Marilyn and Bill will take money, John will do 50/50 raffle and Darleen will buy chips and check on supplies. 

Bernie Marsh received a phone call from Eilber Insurance that they could not write us a new policy with event day liability. Bernie will call around to get quotes and see if things fall under the Village policy. 
NEW BUSINESS  
Bernie Marsh reported that Terry Brown will hold a town hall meeting at the 4 Seasons Café on March 25th at 10:00 am. All are welcome to come. His office will advertise it.

It was discovered that no one had time to get brochures to the Port Austin Civic Center to get to Outdoorama at the end of February. 


Bernie asked how we were set for inventory for hats, t-shirts and postcards. Kathy Bender approached her with some new photos that could be used for more postcards. It was decided to see how they sell at $.50 and then decide if we want to print more. Shirley will check inventory on all the places and redistribute for the summer. 


At the Village meeting, it was voted to pursue making the Port Hope area a Renaissance Zone, working in conjunction with Michigan State University. Alan McTaggart and Mr. Rooney are putting up the money, hoping to get a grant to pay for it. Alan called to ask if the Chamber could write a letter of support, with a quick turn around time. Darleen and Bernie composed the letter and sent it on. Bernie read the wonderful letter of support that Carl Osentoski wrote for it. It is hoped this zoning will help to bring in small businesses to the area. 

It was reported in the paper that Stafford Park will be receiving cabins on the north side of the park. This was welcomed by everyone. 


John Kriewall reported on the proposed County Health Center. He attended a meeting on it and everyone is in support but there are questions on how maintenance will be funded. 

Patty Finan reported that Huron City Museums has applied for grant money to help pay for the shuttle buses at Sawmill and A-B-C Day. Huron County Parks have agreed to pay $100 and the Chamber had approved spending $200 on it last year. Patty will keep the Chamber updated as the grant is awarded.


The press release about the Spring Fling did make it in the Harbor Beach Times and twice in the Huron Daily Tribune. 

ADJOURNMENT
John made the motion to adjourn at 8:10 pm. Patty Finan  seconded.
Respectfully submitted by

Patty Finan
Secretary

