BELL TOWER ROOF

from

1872  PORT HOPE  COMMUNITY SCHOOL

The  existence  of  the  Port  Hope  School  was  first  reported  in 1859  as  a  “shingle  shanty”  located  near  the  shore  of  Lake Huron.   Mrs.  Caroline  Haywood  was  the  first  teacher.

8/25/1870 –  Huron  County  newspaper  stated,  “The  citizens,  of Port          

             Hope  are  erecting  a  school  house  29’  x  55’,  two  11  foot  

             stories,  at  a  cost   of  $2500  .  .  .  .  Also  6  new  dwellings.”

It  is  reported  that  the  schoolhouse  is  being  erected  on  the  “Village  Lot.”    Later  years  say  the  village  lot  is  up  on  the  hill  where  Dean  Street  and  Main  Street  intersect.    Was  there  another  “Village  lot”  at  the  lake  in  1870?    It  seems  that  most  of  the  commercial  development  was  near  the  lake  at  that  time.    We  are  not  sure  of   the  exact  location  of  school building  number  2.

10/9/1871 -  Fire  destroys  much  of  the  area  surrounding  Port  Hope,               

          including  the  main  business  area  of  town  at the  lake,  including  

          the  docks,  tannery,  saw  mill,  school  house ,  ,  ,  ,   and  about   24  

          dwellings.

10/1872 -  “It  is  reported  that  a  new  two  story  frame  schoolhouse  has  

           been  built  on  School  Street  in  Port  Hope.”

Summer,  1925 -  Construction  proceeds  on  a  new  Port  Hope  School  

            building  at  Portland  and  Third  Streets.

June  24,  1926 -  The  new  Port  Hope school  building  is  dedicated.

Summer,  1927 -  The  board  of  education  takes  sealed  bids  for  the  old  

             school   building  located  at  School  and  Second  Street.    William  

             F.  Meske   purchased  the   building  for  $210.00  and  proceeded     

             to  tear  it  down.


The  roof  of  the  bell  tower  was  saved,  lowered  onto  a  Wagon,   

            and  taken  to  the  new  Stafford  Park,  where  it  is  used  to  house  

            a  concession  stand  next  to  the  pavilion.

Fall,  1994 -  Concession  stand  was  partially  dismantled  and  moved  to  

            the  present   location  so  a  new  pavilion  could  be  built  on  the  

            site.

Summer,  1995 -  the  1872  bell  tower  roof  remains  as  a  gazebo  at  this  

            present   location.

