Outline
Information taken from resource list – could spend many hours on research and conflicting info.

Map of Thumb – Point it out to audience
Early History 


Thumb appears on 1650 French map – they were first in area and worked as fur traders, collected pelts from Indians and went to trading posts  French exploring for the source of the MS River.


1763 British were given land by French in the Treaty of Paris


took over Detroit but not in UP till next year


1766 British sent Jonathan Carver to explore for NW passage from Michilimackinac fort


1796 British out of Detroit and given to Americans, 20 years after Revolutionary War! 300 people in Detroit then


1807 Governor met w/ Indian leaders, hostile during 1812 war, 1819 new treaty and calm relations, Office of Indian Affairs in 1824


1825 Erie Canal finished and brought many people to the territory


1830 Calvin Colton made a tour of the Great Lakes and wrote that Lake Huron was beautiful in its stillness but that the lake was “doomed to fitful and terrible agitations of the sudden waking of the tempest. The greatest fury of the wide Atlantic is mere mockery to Huron’s maddest moods and roughest shapes. The most experienced mariner of the former has been filled with wonder, and stood aghast at the terrors of the latter.”
Lansing Swan from Rochester NY – June 1841 by stagecoach to visit relatives in Kalamazoo. Journal of a Trip to Michigan in 1841 published in 1904, landscape between Ann Arbor and Kal as “the most beautiful country I ever saw, the ground all along the road richly ornamented with wild flowers and dotted with crimson by the thousands of strawberries which cover it everywhere, the road being entirely natural. Our driver with his post coach drove in the road or woods as he fancied …” At Adamsville in Cass County he “had a miserable breakfast, got up by good-looking but outrageously dirty women, who, I should think, were Hoosiers.” He concluded that “for ugly looking women Michigan assuredly excels, as well as in dirty taverns . . .”


Settlement of area started in Port Huron and worked north – Lapeer County in 1831, Sanilac County 1834, Port Austin 1837, Huron City 1845 etc. Pioneers came when still a thick forest – 125 to 170 feet tall and 2 – 5 feet in diameter Could not see the sun in some places, some trees fell creating a windfall and that was covered in moss – lots of swampy lands. Traveling overland was difficult. Forests, swamps, marshes bad for wheels. “road bees” were held to build by hand the roads. Men liked getting together to do this to catch up on news and have fun with buddies. Removed stumps, trees and roots and filled in holes.


Had to be self-sufficient and like isolation to settle in area. Lovira and Emaline Hart settled near Tuscola in 1837. No market for spare produce so had to spin flax to make clothes. Had planted corn and potatoes, oats, buckwheat, flax, oxen, chickens, cows, made soap and sugar on the farm. Carried four bushels of corn to Sag to grind it into meal and trip took 5 days!  Spent time clearing land, spinning flax and making clothes. In 1841- Emaline died in childbirth. 
Oliver Hazard Perry of Cleveland OH came to thumb to hunt elk in 1838. Took steamboat to Pt huron, overland transport to Black River. Took supplies to camp via sled and drawn by oxen. Saw Indians around esp Chippewa who hunted area in fall. Perry not come back til 1850. steamer to pt huron then by wagon to Lexington. No roads north of there. Did go by sailboat to just north of port Sanilac.  1852 hunted on Cass River – went down it with kill until they came to Indianfields across from Caro. Woman of the house gave them food and said Indian chief Kinne-Woop was a celebrated hunter, having killed 3 bears a few days before. In 1854 – took train from Detroit to Pontiac. Pontiac to Tuscola in a two seated horse drawn wagon. First day roads good but not on second. Next year he came back and saw 146 deer in area. Killed deer but saw many animals.

1860 census info

1859 Huron County organized with courthouse in Harbor Beach (Sand Beach). Burned in 1864 along with all records. Moved to PTAS in 1865 and in 1873 needed central place so moved to Bad Axe. 

Census info from 1860 – 

Occupations listed for HC – laborer, fisherman, farmer, preacher, miller, physician, clerk, sawyer, lumberman, lighthouse keeper, shoemaker, carpernter, cooper, lumber insurance (ins), engineer, mason, shingle maker, watchman, stonecutter, teamster, landlord 


Occupations listed for Ptas – farmer, millwright, clerk, stonecutter, laborer, blacksmith, fisherman, lumber inspector? (insp), carpenter, groceryman, mill frm., sawyer, cooper, mill watch, grind. Maker, shoemaker, millforeman, stone mason, hunter, engineer, bookkeeper, lumberman

1870’s lumbering everywhere – more about it later.
From 1880’s until now – agriculture is king. Had to clear fields of rocks once fires were done.  Talk more about fire later. wheat, corn, beans, oats, potatoes, sugar beets etc.

Landowners Census info from 1890 – census information burned in DC – no records Ayres and Learned were business partners. Ayres followed the lumber – moved on when area was cleared. Hubbards stayed and did business – hospital and banking. Learned built Garfield house and he really only visited one time. But it was a big political area – McKinley’s in Caseville and Garfield connection in Ptas. Michigan Mutual Life Insurance probably belonged to someone else – usually went with the banking industry.
Point out cities in HC and talk about them
White Rock
On earliest maps of area

Named after huge limestone boulder just offshore in Lake Huron and it was large enough to hold 6 – 8 sets of square dancers!

Did recognize Great Spirit and White Rock was place where they communicated with it. Smoke of burning tobacco on top of White Rock took prayers heavenward. Indians left offerings of tobacco and weapons on white rock. Indians venerated it and gathered here as did early trappers. Eastern boundary of the treaty of the NW Territory in 1807. first settlement in HC. Indian Cemetery and bones were removed to U of M in Ann Arbor. 
Had Irish “shingle weavers” that worked in small camps and took shingles to ports by canoe. Missionaries would also travel up the coast from Port Huron to give these types of camps religious services.

Was old lumber camp too – could see the chunks of wood left behind when they loaded it onto boats when water was shallow.

Present school built in 1909 and served until 1968 – now a museum that has been restored back to authentic times.
1920’s – hide outs for those running from Prohibition and Whiskey rules – stayed in homes in area too.

The Army Air Corp almost destroyed it by using it for target bombing and strafing in WWII.

Harbor Beach and Port Hope

1837 – John Allen and Alanson Daggett settled at Rock Falls to fish and lumber. Jeremiah Jenks came and began lumbering in earnest. 

Sand Beach first county seat when county was organized in 1859 –name changed to Harbor Beach in 1899

Gov’t constructed harbor of refuge at Sand Beach for large ships during stormy weather. 

Frank Murphy born in HB in 1890


Graduated from HB high school in 1908


U of M law school in 1914


Recorder’s court judge in Detroit 20 – 23


Mayor of detroit 30 – 33


Governor general of the Philippines from 33 – 35


High Commissioner to the Commonwealth of Philippine Islands 35-36


Governor of MI 36 - 38


U. S. Attorney General  39 


US Supreme Court justice from 40 til he died in 49 


House is the Frank Murphy House in HB – open for tours in summer

Today – second largest city and only deepwater port for HC.

SS Daniel J. Morrell – bound for Taconite Harbor MN from Cleveland, last position given was 12 to 19 miles north of HB and that was 12:15 am nov 29 1966. foundered at 2:30 am and happened some 30 miles north of HB – the stern was later located about 16 miles north of Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse.1:12 pm on nov 30 that another ship found the first body. 29 crew on board – Dennis Hale only survivor – 26 yrs old at the time, taken from raft by helicopter, survived 38 hours – 3 shipmates died in raft and he burrowed under them to survive.  He heard emergency alarm, got dressed and went above – ship breaking in half. Took 15 minutes to sink after he got in the raft. 26 bodies recovered – 2 never found. On Dec 7, 1970 the families of 27 men who lost their lives were awarded 2.75 Million by US District Judge Frank Batisti in Cleveland OH. Some bodies pulled from ice two months later!
Port Hope just up the coast.

Name from William Southard, who was an investor with Stafford. He came from back east and was put to shore from a boat in stormy weather. Rowed all night and said if he made it to shore it would be his “Port of Hope”. 

1850’s W. R. Stafford had sawmill and salt wells there. They would boil the brine water that was pumped from wells to get salt. W. R. Stafford Sawmill burned in Great Fire of 1881 – chimney is all that is left today

ABC Day in Port Hope and Art Fair on Aug 16 in HB. Antiques stores here.
Grindstone City 

Capt. AaronG. Peer settled in 1834 to get stones to “flag the streets of Detroit”. His house still exists at the edge of town.

Cleveland Stone Company had over 600 men on payroll. Slabs were quarried with steam powered trenching machines and carted to the mill by horse-drawn carry-alls. Shipped to Egypt, Russia and South Africa. Wheels were from 3 pounds to 6 tons – 7’ in diameter and foot thick. Traded at company store where you got credit in winter for what you would earn in summer. Had to trade there. Carborundum and emery decreased demand and industry folded in 1929- had started in 1887

Grindstones were first shipped by boat via 2 large loading docks. It was destroyed in the storm of 1913. Once railroads arrived in late 1800’s – grindstones were shipped by rail.

Once grindstones went away – fishing became an important industry. Used the old quarries to store the fish before they were shipped back east.

1880 started salt block and make 30,000 barrels of salt annually. Had lots of scrap wood to use as fuel to cook the brine to make salt. 
1884 – 600 was population, had blacksmith shop, barrel factories, quarries, salt factories, machine shops etc

point to pictures on board 
Port Austin

Indians settled west of Port Austin – maple trees for syrup and rock formations to help grind corn.

Jeduthan Bird first white settler in 1837. fled from Canada to Sag. Bay and settled at mouth of creek (Bird’s Creek).1838 built sawmill and first one of Huron County

First school in 1853 and Emma Smith was teacher. Later schoolhouse could hold 200 students! One of best in county. 150 pupils.  Lighthouse started with appropriations in 1873 and not completed until 1899. Kept having to ask for money from gov’t. 
Terminus of Western branch of Port Huron & Northwestern Rail. Went to HB over to BA and up to Ptas then east to Grindstone City. And stagecoach stop before that. – Caseville connection never done by train – so relied on stagecoach stop for long time. Caseville’s train came from Flint/Pontiac area. Telegraph came up from Port Huron in 1860’s also. Roads were not paved for a very long time. Chris remembers dirt roads in early 40’s. Took a day to come up from Detroit then.
Thomas Winsor has steam salt block started in 1878. Port Austin Peerless Salt. Brine from 2 wells of 1180 feet. 150 barrels a day capacity. 200 horsepower engine which also supplies machine shop, barrel factory and sawmill. 

Ayres & Co. in 1859 general merchandise. Salt block, sawmill, barrel factory and flouring mill also

1884 - Carriage and wagon manufacture, banking and insurance done by lawyer, Richard Winsor first settled at or near Huron City in 1857 and moved to ptas in 1867. built bank building that is there now? Furniture store, millinery, doctor, harness and saddlery, dressed lumber company, hardware and stove business, jewelry, bakery, tailor shop, boot shop, 2 blacksmith shops and restaurant. Dairy starting. County seat from 65 to 73 when it moved to bad axe. Court house became Winsor hotel.

Port Austin in 1910 had a population of 500. Town had all they needed for summer at PAB – drug store, hardware store, 3 gen’l stores, clothing store, jewelry store, ice cream parlor, livery stable, undertaking establishment, meat market, harness shop, grain elevator, bank, shoe shop and 3 hotels. Wallace Company store is on the corner at light (now Heins Hardware). Delivery boy would come from it in am and return with deliveries in afternoon.

3 hotels in PTAS were Ryan House, Winsor House, and Pointe of Pines Hotel. Winsor became Lundy House and finally Lakeside Inn. County seat from 1864 to 1872. Stage line stop from Harbor Beach to Bay City (Winsor House). Pointe of Pines which became Edgewater Hotel. Torn down.

Ptas did not burn in either fire – lots of records stored in county seat so a good thing.

Charles Learned had large lumber operations and built Garfield Inn. Pres. Garfield did visit here and now a B&B. He was partners with F. Ayres and E. Wiswall

The Bank of 1884 was the Port Austin State Bank run by Harold Finan. A newer bank building has been constructed and this is now a gourmet restaurant.

Ptas was the location for Air Force’s early warning system from 1959 until 1990’s

Port Crescent 
Lumber town from 1864 to 1881.  PT Crescent – 17 block village at one time, population of more than 500.  was called pinnepog after river and changed to pt crescent.

2 sawmills, 2 salt plants used waste from mills for fuel, made barrels for shipping here too. Gristmill, wagon factory, boot and shoe factory, pump factory, brewery, stores, 2 hotels, 2 blacksmith shops, post office, depot, telegraph office and roller rink. School built here used up to 1951. Moved lots of buildings to other places – church in kinde used to be in Pt. Crescent.
Salt was a big industry after the lumber went. Was also a big picnic/recreation spot.

Pt Cresc once lumbering done – shipped its sand to the River Rouge plant for Ford. Sand was then exported to make glass and that continued til 1936.  1956 – dpt of conservation bought 124 acres to form port crescent state park.
Caseville
Reuben Dodge came in 1840 from Maine with wife and 2 kids

Originally Pigeon River Settlement, then Port Elizabeth

1871 were producing 40,000 – 50,000 barrels of salt annually

3 million feet of lumber annually from sawmills.

William McKinley Sr. (pres’ dad) in 1873 owned and operated iron works in Caseville and William jr visited often. He became pres in 1897 and was shot in 1901.

1883 – train came to Caseville, Methodist Church on Main Street was built in 1874 and is a MI Historical Site. Its architecture is one of the most photographed in MI.

Cheeseburger in Caseville Festival on Aug 16th. Winter festivities Shanty Days. 
Bay Port

Indians used to gather here to get make flints and arrowheads

Named by Carl Heisterman in 1851 and called Geneva, then Switzerland then Wildfowl Point and then Bay Port

Fishing was main business and became known as largest fresh water fishery in world. decreased due to pollution and lamprey eels that invaded the Great Lakes and also silt from farmland. Gillingham Fish CO in 1886, Bay Port Fish Co in 1895. Shipped fresh fish by railroad car to NYC and Chicago.

1886 W. L. Webber built beautiful Bay Port Hotel with 117 rooms, casino, bowling, billiards and electric lights. Later Bay Port Club and torn down in 1907. One of first buildings to have elec. In Huron County and only on main floor! had 100 rooms and large veranda where “guests can inhale the balsamic odors of the pines…..” Had sandy beach, fishing and duck hunting. People came by train from Sag and took carriage to hotel. Place of leisure. Railroad track went across the water for a mile. Had island built just to launch fireworks. Bay port girls helped out and were paid $7 a month plus room and board. 6 am until midnight! Water level in bay changed helped to cause it to decline.

Quarries owned and operated there – 160 acre site – 1900. Wallace Stone Company. Deepest operations at 40 feet. In 1890 – produced 5000 cords of building stones, 48000 bushels of lime and 10,000 cubic yards of crushed stone. 100 men were employed. Started on a deposit with short handled shovels (would lean on long handled ones) to scrape the dirt off. Later horse or mule was used to drag scraper across ground.

Season from April to Dec. 500,000 to 600,000 tons per year. Used in highway construction and railroad ballast. Also makes building stones for churches, schools, libraries and homes.

Different areas of housing for workers – “Bulgarian Shanties, the Dago Shanties, Boarding House Proper, White Row, Blue Row and Millionaire Row”. Some worked as lumberjacks in winter. Trucks came to quarry in 1920’s to haul stone away.

Fish Sandwich Festival held first weekend in August, Whitefish Boil in 3rd Sunday in May.

Ora Labora (pray and work) started by Emil Baur in Dec. of 1862. He had come from Germany and converted to Methodist and wanted to establish a colony where members would pray and work and live according to Methodist Church Discipline. 1 mile NE of Bay Port. Colony was joint stock company, held by constitution for 10 years. 4,000 shares at $25 per share. Baur wrote “The farmer does not have to pay profit to the storekeeper, nor the shoemaker to the tanner, nor the smithy to the farmer or the farmer to the smithy.” 

Colonists up at 5, devotions at 5:30, breakfast at 6, work from 6:30 to noon, then again from 1 until 6. Officers were elected by the members and business done with officers. 1865 18 blockhouses with one family per, nice gardens around houses, most original settlers gone, fight off mosquitoes when touring lands, supposed famine not present – all well fed, each family had a cow, pigs, chickens and geese. Most difficult part over but did need support. Built roads, dock out far so steamers could come in, 22 houses, store, school, barns, stables, sawmill, gristmill, tannery, blacksmith, joiner, carpenter. 50 acres of woods cleared. Had woods, salt basin, lime stone on shore, sandstone quarry close. 

City people who did not know how to be pioneers. Not know how to hunt, trap or fish – getting it from Indians. No farming skills in wilderness, only 40 acres cleared in 4 years. Transportation problem – bay was shallow so had to drag it to ptas – and back. Cheap stuff became expensive. Baur wrote afterwards – object was “mutual cooperation by workingmen to get homes and good schools; at the same time enjoying the privileges of the social advantages of village life, not scattered on farms and the promotion of all benevolent enterprises.” Failure attributed to 1) friction betw individual and common interest 2) exorbitant war prices and freights 3) inexperience of settlers in pioneer life 4) drafting of men into the army

Sebewaing

Chippewa Indians lived here first – dense forests for hunting, islands and marshes for fishing.

1829 Edward Petit had set up a trading post. He played with the Indians when he was little and could speak their language. In1845 Lutheran missionaries came to convert Indians – Johann Auch, Johann Dumser and Georg Sinke came to Sebewaing River area.

Luckhard Museum – is Indian missionaries’ mission built in 1849. Once Indians left, it became private residence. 1945- Charles Luckhard purchased house. Converted it to museum that contains articles used by missionaries and Indian artifacts. Also has replica of first log chapel built by missionaries.

German immigrants came to settle. Village became Auchville and then Sebewaing in 1857

Sebe. Sugar Co. plant built in 1901 and founded by William Wallace. Later part of MI Sugar Co. in 1906.  Big even today – buy Pioneer Sugar!

Today – 3rd largest city in county, farming and sugar beet are big industries, hunting and fishing too.

Elkton

First named Oliver Center after John Oliver – early settler.

Many stories about name – one is that Benjamin Tripp operated meat market in PTAS and three elk were shot at the Bagley camp and brought to mkt. 3 elk weighed a ton and so it became known as Elkton Camp. Then Elkton Village.

Post office in 1886 – population was listed as 30 and mail svs to 500 people in area – now have population of 900 with mail to 2900 in area.

1912 baseball team was champion in the thumb

Lots of antique stores here.

Pigeon

Train tracks from 2 diff’t companies crossed in 1886 and it was called Berne Crossing. Name changed to Pigeon in 1891 for Pigeon River.

2 grain elevators, grist mill, foundry, 2 lg hotels, opera house, 2 harness shops, meat market, photography gallery, 2 furniture and undertaking establishments, 5 blacksmiths shops, laundry, livery, barbershop, 2 doctors, 7 churches and a ten-grade school by time incorporated. 

Had a store built in 1900 that drew a crowd of 2000 people on opening day. Mottos was “Everything for the family”. Closed in 1928. Hirshberg’s Big Store

Gould Carriage Company built 3 story building in 1904. Once cars came along, not need the Buggy and Carriage anymore. Closed and the Pigeon Novelty Company occupied the building for a short time. G. V. Black purchased it in 1914 and had a very successful gen’l merchandise company until 1925 when it burned down. The store had its own newspaper with a circulation of 10000! Customers came by train from Sag. And Pontiac to buy things at Blacks. Fare was refunded if bought over a set amount. Barns were covered with Black’s Bargains for advertising.

Bad Axe 


1857 – George Martin timber prospector broke his axe and left it in a tree stump. Survey party came in 1861 and found axe and marked it on map as bad axe camp. Name stuck. 

1873 – built masonry court house and it was have for 400 in Great Thumb Fire of 1881. 


1882 – Railroad came and brought more people, population expanded


1892 – wooden sidewalks – mention Huron County MI book – pics there


1903 – orchestra formed, 1906 Hubbard Hospital built by Frank


1909 – first paved road in Huron County
Albert Sleeper was MI governor from 1917 – 1921 and he was from Bad Axe. He organized State Police and State Park system. (Sleeper State Park is named after him.) Weitenberner Funeral Home was his home and built in 1917 for $150,000.

Bad Axe theater originally showed silent movies with piano music. 1928 showed talkies. The broken axes in neon are original. Now has two screens that can show movies at the same time. 

Ubly and Parisville
First settlers james frank and orlow munro in 1856. 

First called Sidon from the Bible, next Pagett’s Corners (Alfred Pagett had store on corner in 1870), when applied for post office in 1880 – wanted to name it pagettville but mr pagett declined.  Mr. Pagett suggested “Ubley” after his hometown in England. Gov’t granted post office to “Ubly” and mr pagett as postmaster. 

D. B. Hand Condensed Milk Co. was in Ubly until 1906 when it was sold to the Page Mile Co. In 1919 the Nestle Milk Co. bought the business and made evaporate milk and sweetened condensed milk. For a time, women workers cut tin by hand to make the cans. Nestle ceased operations in 1971 and the Lyntex Manufacturing Co now occupies the building.

Huron Overall Factory had 10 employees in 1923. Org’d in 1922 and produced 50 pairs a day during peak production. Denim brought in by train and workers cut and assembled. They sold for $3.50 pair. 

1900 had population of 432  Now has 900 people there

They had a small brick building for a jail – James Sparling was the first town marshal, pound master and street commissioner – which meant that “he was to take care of stray cattle and loose horses as well as errant citizens.” Paid him 15.00 year plus all the fees he collected. 

had women’s basketball team in 1924

Thumb Electric Cooperative org’d in 1937 when local farmers from 3 counties applied to gov’t for funds to build generating plant in Ubly. Part of FDR’s 1935 emergency relief program – Rural Electrification Administration (REA) gave interest free loans to areas without elect.

Petroglyphs
Sanilac Stone – in Greenleaf Township near the south fork of the north branch of the Cass River

Five families settled in area known as Holbrook (which doesn’t show on maps until late 1890’s) They settled from 1854 to 1876. There was a waterpowered sawmill built by Alexander Cleland which was lost in the 1881 fire. The town never consisted of more than a store, school, blacksmith shop, dance hall and mill. The son of Alexander Cleland, Guy, first saw the petroglyphs in 1892 when his father took him to see them. More clear than they are now. The fires cleared the brush so they could be seen. No one has heard of them before 1892.

People came as early as 1925 to make rubbings of designs. Back in 1940 to take photographs of site and in 1956 did excavations in area and found scraper, flint flakes and ovoid knife close by the river. Within ½ mile of site – no evidence of village site

Not possible to date them – some say 1000 years old, some say 200 years old. No way to date from pollen analysis, dendrochronology, or forest dev’t.

Guy Cleland notes that quite a few families of Ottawas camped in area each fall to trap and gather ginsing roots in1890’s. Came from further south near Caro – a place called “Indianfields”. These were friendly people but did not mention glyphs.

Train of glacier-deposited boulders was shown on geological survey of 1897! Not an “Indian wall” as many have dubbed it. Rocks that rolled into the crevasse as the ice sheet melted. Glacial stream also caused pot-holes that are found in the area. counted over 200 – some with 20” wide and 36” deep. – not Indian mortars or animal tracks as some believe.

Some patterns recorded here have been recorded elsewhere in the US – show AZ photos Similar figures on glyphs from W. VA to PA to WI to OH to CO.

Rock where carvings are done is 40’ long on east/west axis and 15’ wide on north/south axis.

10 groups of figures on it:


human figures - 20 dif’t figures – show page, Bowman – large man, headdress and arm into arrow


outlines of hands and feet - 9 of hands, 3 of feet


zoomorphic (Animal) figures - 15 of them, most have straight back and up tail


bird forms - 11 of them, most have wings at right angle – cross looking, five of flying birds point southeast by east


animal tracks - two mall depressions with two larger elongated ones. Some in trail form – pointing in a set direction.


simple cup sculptures - 13 are in a continuous line across face of rock in north/south orientation


spirals - Six spiral formations – made by pecking like a series of dots – could be cloud, rain, snakes or whirlwind

clublike elements - 5 of them, erosion may have affected original form

rakelike elements - 2 Rakelike forms may be symbols of rain or thunbderbirds or canoe with four passengers or notched rattle stick.

mythical animals - 5 of them, all have lengthy tail, Manitou of the Chippewa had figure like this – called it Gitche-a-nah-mi-e-be-zhew = great underground wildcat. Also water panther or copper bear. Said to rule the seasons
Nowhere north of Mexico do petroglyphs show a pictorial writing. All highly individualized drawings. Same symbol may mean different things between groups or even in same group.  Artist free to draw as he/she saw fit. Also passing of info among scholars suffers from “Rorschaching” – reading into the designs what is in fact not there.

Are disappearing as a result of weathering.

Photos from the Central States Archeological Societies Inc.  Web site.
Lumbering in Michigan
1832- 1881 lumber dominated life in the Thumb. Shingles were used as currency early on – five meals for 1000 shingles at hotel in Lexington. 10,000 shingles for barrel of flour and 20k for barrel of pork. Made from white pine, short blocks, split and then shaved with drawknife. – show examples!

Peak production on Black River (where is it?)  was 1871 and 100,000,000 board feet were cut. In 1872 – Huron Booming Co. 104,000,000 feet of logs down the Cass River – peak time. By 1879 – dropped to 7,000,000 feet on Cass River. 

Logging started in early winter when ground was frozen and logs could be hauled on sleds. Ended in spring when streams flooded and logs could be floated down the river. Dry seasons made it difficult – hard to move logs if not frozen and no water to drive them to the mills. Jams and drives hung up because of the weather.

Dangerous job – cut in half by saws, slipping on logs in water etc. worked from 6 am to 6 pm with only hour break. Summer its hot in mills and no time for drink.

MI was 95% forested and of that 60% was white and Norway pine – top two woods wanted.

1840 ads appeared in New England about land in west – men who knew the industry to come and cut the trees. Most headed for Great Lakes via Erie Canal – bypassed PA and NY. MI, like ME, existed for lumber while NY and PA were settled for other reasons – farming etc. They had also been lumbered out already – the best trees already taken. Men who settled there were logger-farmers who meant to stay and farm – not continue to log.

1850 – land in MI being sold for $1.25 acre. Growing population demanded lumber. People became millionaires from lumber – at one point 98 of them lived on Sag river.

1860 – 1910 – Age of Wood 

     
wagons to go west

     
cabins on prairies 

     
fuel


paper


stagecoaches


railroad crossties


schools, town buildings


schooners


mine shafts


oil derricks

Work started in Oct – setting up camp after moving inland, brought enough to last for months – food and feed for animals. Rivers used to move lumber so camps were close to rivers. Had to cut roads out of wilderness – chopped down the trees to do it.

Cruiser – most important man in industry – find next lumber to take out. Estimate amount in an uncharted forest and take it to gov’t land office. To qualify: top physical condition, alertness, knowledge of forest, emotional stability and ability to estimate trees. Pay from 20 to 50 per day! Some worked for percentage of profits made from surveyed timber. Worked best in winter – easier traveling, no mosquitoes and flies, each man for himself, stop at nothing to get estimate in to land office, lit fire as protection against animals at night, made trail by cutting off strips of bark on trees, trees in Great Lakes were larger than New England trees, 125 to 200 feet tall, 6 – 8 feet in diameter, not much undergrowth – no light for other things to grow under the pines. Scouted for miles to find gov’t stake – then would pace off acre and estimate value of timber. Used hills to help see land – put figures in notebook – could take him 2 months to get estimate ready. Then had to hike 200 miles to nearest land office! 

Head of camp =  Bull of the Woods. Had to be able to beat any man in camp. Most could read or write, some not even speak English. Tough yet fair. Men hired for one job they did best but did do other jobs.

Swamper – road monkey – laid out sleigh road that lumber taken to river on. 25’ wide, sloping down to river, logs piled on shore til spring floods. Sleigh road was smooth – all trees and stumps removed and gradual curves – smaller roads off of it. Road was slippery in winter to make it easier to get logs to river. Iced the roads at night with a sprinkling tank that held 90 barrels of water – amount of water had to be just right for road to work.

Ax-man – cut down trees. 6’ in diameter in an hour if good. 

Choppers – trimmed limbs off the trunk

Sawyers – sawed the trunk itself into lengths of 14, 16 or 18’. First used the saws to cut trunks only after fallen – then in 1880’s used saw for chopping down tree first – faster and after that used saw all the time

Skidder – ox-skinner - drove oxen that took individual logs out of forest.

Cant-hook man loaded the logs onto a sleigh to be taken down the sleigh road to the river. Most dangerous job in camp outside of spring drive. Runners were placed 12 to 16’ apart. Horses pulled logs up leaning poles onto a platform on top of runners. Cant-hook guided the logs up the poles. 
Special guy was top-loader – stood on top of platform and guided logs onto it. When several were loaded – used chains to tighten and continued loading until full and chains went over entire load. Oxen hitched to sleigh sides to get it started – then let go and horses remained. 

Teamsters – operated the sleighs and unloaded wood at river. Two horses hauled 30 tons! Loads could be 35’ high.  If chains broke – the load squashed out – killing or maiming the driver and team. If went too fast, sleigh ran into horses – could also be caused by sleigh road being too slippery. Called sluicing and team likely killed. If teamster lost load and survived it – he was disgraced. Teamsters paid most in MI – 27 per month plus room and board.

Only 60 good days of hauling – spring brought sun to melt road and they shifted to doing it at night by torchlight. 

Scaler – estimate number of board feet produced. Board feet is lumber 1’ long x 1’ wide x 1” thick. Numbers needed to match cruisers estimate from the beginning. Scaler also marked ends of logs w/camp symbol so knew who owned the logs. Hammer like device with symbol raised was used to put it into the wood.

Square timber – chopped bark off four sides – French Canadians did this.

Oxen were main source of power for a long time but eventually replaced by horses because they were more intelligent. Over 40,000 head of oxen in MI at one point. Horses sold at Chicago for more than $400 per team.

Mostly had beans to eat at first, then cook became a reason to go to a certain camp. Best guys went where the food was good. Large camp would take 60 loaves of bread, barrel of doughnuts, 25 cakes 40 pies every day. Donuts 6” across. When busy time he would feed men 5 times a day and only slept when he could.
Cookee – chore boy, assistant to the cook, disabled logger, lowliest position in camp, sometimes boys of 12 or 13 to see if life suited him, took food to the men – even at night, pared veggie, made fires, washed towels etc. sometimes summoned the loggers to eat with horns, conch shells, bells also to wake them up

Sunday was day of rest. Water heated to wash clothes and shave etc. Sat nights big in bunk house, dancing, music, story telling. No liquor allowed in camps. Did allow tobacco – used if for gambling. Bought everything at company store and it was deducted from wages in the spring.

Had quota of logs to be cut by spring so as it got closer hurried to cut more timber. Rollways=piles of logs, wannigans= floating kitchens that would follow logs down the stream (built in spring). Tools used in float were repaired and readied. Then had to wait for level of water in stream to reach right height. 6 – 11 million dollars worth of logs went down every large stream in spring! If not get to sawmill – not get paid. People in mill towns and back east all waited for spring rains. 

Riverguards watched the level of water in the rivers. “driving pitch” was wanted – high enuf to float logs. Would listen to tree trunks to hear water coming and ice would finally be swept down the river – then he called out “drivin’ pitch” and all went crazy.

River-men or river-rats – spiked shoes. Lit explosives under rollways to move timber into river. Loud as the logs were tossed end over end. 

Used peaveys to pull logs out from under rollways. If not quick enuf to get out of way – some died. Vanguard was first crew to steer logs thru rapids or around bends in river – jumped from log to log – watching for jams.

Sackers followed vanguards – kept logs behind in order, used pikepoles and also flyboom that could be stretched across river to stop jams.

Boat crew w/extra tools came behind, along w/ wannigan – sent food in knapsacks to river-rats. 

Water boys hopped onto logs to give river-rats water to drink. Farmers came to sell to wannigan. Sometimes people came at night to chop off ends of logs to replace stamp w/ their own. Death was penalty if caught and would hang them over the river as a warning.

Town watched logs go through. Jams were feared by river-rats. Force of water would shove logs into the air and eventually flood areas around the jam. River-rats jumped from log to log trying to find out where the problem was. Danger in air – people on bank in whispers. One jam in St.Croix River in 1886 took 200 men, 100 horses 2 engines and 2 steamboats working 7 weeks before it was freed.  

1860  country used 8 billion board feet a year – 1870 – 13 billion. Hard to keep up w/ demand when season was so short – fall to spring. 

1870 – Silas Overpack was a carriage maker in Manistee MI. made a set of wheels to pull logs off his land. It worked! Some were 10 feet high to take out multiple logs at once. Now not limited to winter time work.

1876 – Winfield Gerrish saw a small locomotive at an exposition and built one to take lumber out of the woods. Next winter – no snow and the engine worked! Now pine away from streams could be cut and taken out. Railroads went crazy – but had to build them correctly – no hills too high that lumber could not be pulled over them and no sharp bends so the logs would fly off. 

When trains came – still 17 million acres of uncut pine in MI plus WI and MN. Cruisers went out in droves. Lawsuits flooded the courts over timber cases. Tracts of land bought years before could make a man a millionaire in an hour. Loggers heard little – did their job and made America great!

For 50 years – lumber was it. Sawmills were run by steam now and 74 mills in Sag alone. 

Saginaw river went from Sag to Bay City – 112 sawmills on it, solid wall of lumber lining both sides of river, lumber shipped to buffalo. Hundreds or more saloons were in bay city and sag. After spring drive 25000 loggers swarmed into town. Used up all their spring pay. 

Fires

Fires were not unusual in the Thumb. Others reported in 1853, 1861, 62 and 64. Helped farmers to clear off land quickly. Fire went to tip of thumb then worked its way south down the coast. 
     1871

Happened on October 8 – same time as fires in WI and the Chicago fire – Chicago got more coverage because populated place – even though the smallest of the 3 fires


Summer hot and dry, streams and wells dry


Less people lived inland then – so fewer people affected

Tree top fire – jumped from top to top – left lots of dead trees standing that will be used as kindling for 1881 fire.


White Rock – 300 fled to the lake and stood in waist deep water watching it – had pushed buggy in water and burned down to the water line. Steamers took 200 to pt huron,


HB – destroyed but for 1 house; 2 men, 1 woman and 9 children got into boat but could not land due to winds so drifted to Kincardine Ontario three days later. One child died on the way.


Forestville – all destroyed but large mill.


No hay left to feed cattle so ate what died in fire and killed those that survived.


Smoke made navigation on lake bad. Montezuma and the Johnston collided 40 miles north of Pointe Aux Barques in 0 visibility. 

Iosco County Gazette reported on oct 26 1871 that losses were immense. “Villages of New River, Huron City, port Hope, Sand Beach, Center Harbor, Rock Falls, White Rock, Elm Creek and Forestville were burned, most of them entirely; and in the interior the farm houses, the crops, fences, and everything else were swept away, and many people perished in the flames.”


Did not destroy all the lumber so they were able to continue after the fire.


Relief stations set up in ptas (county seat), pt hope, rock falls, Forestville and richmondville – help came from many sources

     1881 


Started on Monday, Spt. 5th but fires had been burning in the area for awhile. Rpted on Aug 5th that Bad Axe vacated the court house during a criminal examination due to threatening fire. Entire month of august had people growing more concerned about fires just outside of towns. Clearing piles for farmers – removing stumps left by lumbering. most of pine and hardwoods gone by then
    Conditions




1871 fire left lots of dead trees and thick underbrush


12 – 15’ tall slashing piles from lumbering


hemlock trees were wanted for their bark – left the tree itself behind! Mostly in Sanilac county 


dry, hot summer – streams and wells dry, swamps baked hard, rainfall below average and temperature above average

hurricane force winds made difference – two major weather systems colliding

roads through the swamp were “plank” roads – made out of wood over the top of the swamp


Bay City paper said it was as “dry as a man after eating salt mackerel”.

Desc of Fire


Bailey’s report - “Large boulders rolling like pebbles”


Roofs of houses blown off, people thrown thru the air, wage thrown across railroad tracks


Wall of flame in places, bouncing balls of fire – created by fire’s own draft, split and went around house on either side. Wind caused strange things to happen – from sw, w and n. Skipped one area then came back and burned it, would catch barn and house but leave wagonload of hay. Some kept burning until rain came on spt 7.


Wooden farm implements burned – only metal parts found in field. Rr tracks were warped and culverts burned. 


Animals started moving first toward lake, birds flew out over it but no where to land and drowned. Ground so hot it burned the animals’ feet – horses lost their hooves only to grow new ones.


Intense darkness at noon – lit lamps, some lit lamps for horses to see road by. Thought it was an eclipse and consulted almanacs.


resident of Minden recalls “The smoke began to roll over us about ten o’clock. At noon we had to light our lamps to see to eat our dinners. At three o’clock we had to light lanterns to see in the street. At times the darkness was so intense that we could not see anything, and then occasionally everything would be lighted up by a red glare that would give the buildings and trees the appearance of ‘red blood’.”


William Bope of Bad Axe was in Parisville – “At about 1 o’clock the wind changed and blew a hurricane from the west … In every direction small flames could be seen starting up. By half past one a solid wall of flame, from 50 to 100 feet high, was sweeping from the west over Paris (township).”


The Huron County News concluded that “the darkness was the cause for the great loss of life. Many people thought the world was coming to an end, and in the confusion and darkness they were just as likely to go right into the thickest of the brush as they were to go into the open fields.”

The Huron Times reported: “Our pencil cannot give even a faint idea of the horrors of the hour, and the remembrances of the occurrences will ever cause the strongest heart to quail.”

16 year old girl fled her family home to the neighbors and inhaled so much smoke and became so frightened that she died when she reached the neighbor’s house – her own did not burn.


A man in Sanilac County fought the fire until one of his arms nearly burned off. Went back to house and realized his two children were nearly suffocated. He had to decide which child to save with his one good arm. The one left behind died.

     Ways to Escape

Went to Bad Axe courthouse – brick and 400 saved – burned hand if touched window glass, 110 inside the next morning, had to push people on roof from behind to make progress to dump buckets of water, well did not go dry. Had hardware store across street that burned that had kerosene and gunpowder in it. 

13 people in 12’ deep well w/2-3’ of water in bottom, stayed there 5 hours


7 people in 20’deep by 6’ wide well and survived


some that went into wells suffocated from the fire sucking out all the oxygen


buried family in sand bank and covered w/carpet that was kept wet – twice father fell from exhaustion but he saved the family


head to the Lake – but ashes made lye of water on top – had to go 2’ down for drinkable water, some suffocated from dense smoke


open plowed fields to put face in dirt, plowed around houses to get rid of flammable material close to the house


some moved furniture out of house to save it – house was fine but furniture burned


Root cellars in sides of hill


Turned wagons upside down and made tents to keep out smoke. 


Laid on the beach of the lake under a high cliff in Richmondville


Cass River saved many


Bucket brigade to save homes


Maurice Clifford settled just east of Freiburger (no longer there) and his granddaughter, Ellen Ryan wrote about the fire


Grandfather Clifford had cut and hewed logs for the new house. With grandmother’s help they cleared some land and piled the logs in the yard awaiting the house raising.


 On the day of the fire the atmosphere took on a hazy, gray appearance. Then smoke rose in the west and wagons began to pass the farm. Some who knew my grandfather called out, “Come on, Maurice, make a run for the lake. All the land west of here is on fire!” The fear was evident as they lashed at their horses to speed them on.


My grandparents decided to stay, and they set up a sort of bivouac near the stone well. Grandmother Clifford lay quilts on the ground surrounding the well. Then the ground and blankets were soaked. Here the whole family spent the night. All through that terrible night my grandfather poured water on the ground and the blankets. Because of the intense heat the small area dried quickly. All except my grandfather Clifford lay beneath the covers. The fire was more intense because of the pile of logs. The night was a long and dreadful ordeal for every living thing. Wild animals came up and dashed away in search of safe shelter and water.


By the time morning came, an eerie silence came over the area. You could hear an occasional snapping and crackling from a burning stump or the wood pile. My grandfather temporarily lost his eyesight. Facing the smoke and burning cinders burned his eyes and he had to be led around for several weeks. 


Grandmother Clifford picked her steps to what was once the house and gathered a fist full of salt. Then she went to the garden and dug the baked potatoes from the hot earth. Potatoes and water tasted good after the long anxious hours. 

     Results


Spared cities – HB saved by wind and city water system – many came there for help, many left the area entirely on steamers out of town.



Minden – saved by clashing winds –sounded like a loud roar



Forestville – land around town cleared



Port Austin – north wind 




Grindstone City – wind shifted to east



White Rock – east wind




Forester – east wind




Lexington – east wind




Port Sanilac – east wind




Bay side saved by west wind –




Fairgrove, Akron, Unionville, Sebewaing, Caseville




Saved by the people – Cass City, Caro, Vassar, Millington, Clio

Destroyed cities – Charleston, Ubly, Tyre, Huron City, Gagetown, Sandusky, Paris, Richmondville, Marlette, Bad Axe

292 lives lost, 15000 homeless, 3400 buildings destroyed


Huron County most, then Sanilac, Tuscola, Lapeer and St. Clair


Boston – 700 miles away was cloudy w/ smoke for several hours the next day

Many families went to one home in area that remained and all lived together until relief came


Boats moored at Grindstone City to take people away from fire.


People had smoke inhalation, blinded, maimed, burnt, exhausted – needed medical treatment quickly

J. H. Shults, editor of the Minden Post wrote:


By six o’clock people began coming into Minden from the west, having barely escaped with their lives, and when morning arrived hundreds had found their way here in a half nude condition, burned and blinded by the smoke. We then began to have a faint realization of the extent of the fire. Then we first understood that not property alone, but human lives had been swallowed up.


To the west and north the roads were lined with the carcasses of horses, cattle, sheep, swine and poultry, cooked and charred almost to a crisp. Then human beings, alike burned and charred, were found. Some were still alive, with their feet, hands and face literally baked. 


The sufferers kept pouring into Minden, and our village was turned into a general hospital and boarding house, with all of the generous citizens acting in the capacity of unpaid keepers and attendants.

No wood left to burn, no food to eat, no clothes left, frosts and winter coming on soon, water not fit to drink because of ashes, air polluted by smell of dying animals, had to find and bury family, no seed to plant, no money to buy anything, no stores to buy anything from, no means of transportation, no feed for livestock so had to kill and eat them. Telegraph poles burned so no way to communicate situation to others. Trains could only get to Deckerville and Croswell.


Due bills that belonged to the blacksmith in Verona were found in Canada – wind blew them across the lake.


George Gillespie was a resident of Tyre who was in Minden when the fire hit. He rode his wagon west through the flames with a lantern hung between the horses so they could see the road. At one point a church was in flames and he had to abandon the wagon. He managed to find his wife and boys after seeing many dead bodies by the road. They took the steamer Saginaw from Forestville to Port Huron to get medical treatment for his wife. Passengers on the steamer donated $22.30 for the family.

     Relief


Port Huron organized relief effort and paper listed contributors. Sent doctors who worked round the clock at towns that functioned as hospitals. Port Huron & Northwestern RR shipped supplies in for free. Took tourists to look at area for $2 that went to relief fund.

Caseville, Ptas, Sebewaing all sent supplies quickly. Boats came up the coast to take people off and bring in supplies. Trains north of Marlette came. Alpena raised funds and sent from their dock.

Mayor of PH called meeting to organize relief on Spt 7th. Put plea for help in papers and another on the 11th written by someone who had been to the site. By Spt 9 – already collected $2000 and sent supplies north! Spt 13th load of clothes and other supplies. Senator Conger part of this group.

Newspapers asked for help for victims – made national news. Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper and Harper’s Weekly carried pleas for help. President Garfield died on Spt 19th but fires still made news. (He was shot in July)


Detroit and PH vied for relief funding. Governor called committee – The Fire Relief Commission of MI - and appointed all Detroit people to it. PH kept doing their own thing, especially when Detroit asked for all the money they had collected! So two reports at end. Both worked throughout 1882 to provide seed, clothing, lumber for homes etc. Each had districts devised and appointed agent for it – sometimes same person for both groups! By early Oct. PH – 232,302 and Detroit 214,902

Family members outside the area sent clothing and supplies.


Priority was to get wheat into the ground and then build shelters.


Lumber used to build lean-tos or shanties that many families could live in together.


Trains completed to Caseville by 1883 – bringing more people to farm the land.


Nov. PH had 2200 families under their care. Each swore to what they had lost and value of it. Also what they had already. Credit given them to equal value of missing things. Given enuf wheat to sow all the land he could prepare from 5 to 60 acres. 2500 to 3000’ of lumber to each family. Money to buy food until harvest needed. Given one team and a cow and needed money to buy hay to feed them.



Feb of 1882 – appropriated $250,000 in relief aid by legislature and $15,000 to build new schools in area. 


For 30 years afterward barren of trees but helped farmers to plow up fields easier – all farmland cleared of stumps now. Slashings gone also. Land values increased. No more hunting, women tasted new clothes from outside the area, no birds around, rabbits plentiful, Indians left the area. 

     American Red Cross

First Red Cross chapter at Dansville NY heard about fire and started collecting items and money to send. Organized only 3 weeks earlier on Aug 22nd. 

Clara Barton – first time responded to a major catastrophe w/ disaster relief. Eurpoean RC for war relief – Clara for any kind of relief.


Clara started in Civil War tending sick – helped Senator Conger from PH’s brother – so he was interested in ARC and helping to get it started.

In 1864 other countries had signed Geneva Convention that started RC’s in their countries. She went to Europe to see the International RC and came back in 1873 to try and coordinate ARC. Pres Garfield interested in helping out. Conger introduced resolution in May of 1881 to ask for translations of articles of IRC and American Association of Red Cross started on May 21, 1881. Wasn’t until 1882 that Chester A Arthur signed the Geneva Convention on March 1 – and Congress ratified 15 days later. 


Two other chapters started in that Spt – Rochester and Syracuse.


RC turned in over $80,000 in cash and supplies to PH Relief Fund. Sent scouts to see if anything else was needed and they reported back no – organized and have what they need – mostly money needed by then. Mark Bunnell and Julian Hubbell.

Hubbell quote from report


The fields are green with wheat growing, in some cases, upon new ground cleared since the fire. Some of the fields are already fenced. While the inhabitants have been doing this work, they have lived in root cellars six by ten feet; in rail pens without cover, or furniture or bedding, and sometimes with one or two comforters for a family of eight or ten persons. 


Since the seed has been gotten into the ground, they have begun to make shelter for the winter. In driving distance of 12 miles I counted fifty-one new dwellings, built since the fire five weeks ago. An idea of the destruction of dwellings throughout the country may be gathered from the fact that in 8 miles I counted sixty-one ruins of dwellings, besides barns. 


I found one family of 8 living in a milk house, 6 feet by 8 feet with only straw to sleep on. …Dough fried in pork grease was their dinner, all cooked in a small frying pan….Articles most needed, aside from provisions, are beds, bedding, blankets, ticks or ticking for same, woolen shirts, woolen underwear, heavy boots and shoes and chairs. Horse feed will be much needed. Fence wire to protect crops will be a great help. Farmers can aid much by saving seed corn now for spring planting. Grass seed will also be wanted; early vegetable seeds and garden seeds of all kinds….Not a bud for a rabbit to browse, and not a rabbit to browse if there were….There is little danger of getting too much of anything except summer clothing. 
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